
Robin A. Beck, an archaeologist at the
University of Michigan, is part of a research
team that discovered Fort San Juan—
originally established by the Spanish—in the
Appalachians. It is now the oldest known
European settlement, predating by almost 20
years the lost English colony of Roanoke.

For thousands of years, human beings have
wondered if we are alone in the universe. Only
recently have we developed the technology to
investigate by exploring the far reaches of
space for signs of life. In an excerpt from this
fall's Life Beyond Earth, join the search for
what—or who—might be out there.

The authors of our bestselling telescope guide
Turn Left at Orion offer their expert
perspectives on where to get the right
telescope, what features to look for, and how
to use it.
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Finding Fort San Juan in
the Appalachians
Robin A. Beck, an archaeologist at the
University of Michigan, is part of a
research team that discovered Fort San
Juan—originally established by the
Spanish—in the Appalachians. It is now
the oldest known European settlement,
predating by almost 20 years the lost
English colony of Roanoke.
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