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Archaeologists claim to have discovered the oldest  European fort  in inland US. The fort's
remains sit some 300 miles (483 kilometers) away from the country's Atlantic Coast, near the
city of Morganton in North Carolina.

Researcher Robin Beck, now working with the University of Michigan, explains that the name of this fort
was San Juan.

It  was  built  in  1567  by Spanish  Captain  Juan
Pardo and his men, who, after arriving on the continent, chose to set
up camp in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains.

Neither these people, nor others who had built other forts nearby San
Juan got to explore the newly found world for too long. Thus, it did not
take long for them to be attacked and killed by native tribes.

“Fort  San Juan and  six others  that  together stretched  from coastal
South Carolina into eastern Tennessee  were occupied for less than
18 months before the Native Americans destroyed them, killing all but
one of the Spanish soldiers who manned the garrisons,” Robin Beck
explains.

Captain  Juan  Pardo arrived  in  the Americas  some time after  Pedro
Menéndez de Avilés.

However, the latter merely established two colonies, i.e. St. Augustine
and Santa Elena, in 1565 and 1566, respectively.

The Captain was the one who was dead set on colonizing the American South, hence the fact that he took the time to build
forts at a considerable distance from the coastline.

Researchers say that fort San Juan had a defensive ditch that was shaped like a V and was nearly 5.5 feet (1.7 meters) deep.

It also had a corner bastion, which was supposed to help  the settlers defend themselves against native people who might
try to kill them.

Apparently, neither the defensive ditch nor the bastion proved as reliable  and useful as the men who had built them hoped
them to be.

Several iron nails, tacks, pottery and clothing hooks have thus far been recovered from this site. Archaeologists are ready to
keep digging, and hope to find more artifacts in the weeks to come.

Edward Snowden

PRISM

Comic-Con 2013

Latest News

NEW! Oddiverse

Games

Microsoft

Science

Telecoms

Technology and Gadgets

Reviews

Apple

Linux

Life and Style

Webmaster

Security

Editorials

Interviews

Green

Softpedia

· UC Browser for Java 9.0 Now
Available for Download

· UC Browser 9.1 for Java Now
Available for Download

· iOS 7 Beta 4 to Be Seeded
Soon

· Parasitic Meningitis Hits
12-Year-Old Girl from Benton,
Arkansas

· Download UC Browser 9.0 for
Java (Test Version)

· Mysterious Hum Heard Around
the World Drives People Insane

· Android 4.3 OTA Updates Up
for Manual Download for Nexus
4 and Nexus 7

· How to Access KickassTorrents
and Other Censored Sites in the
UK

Like 0 Send

Data & Software Escrow
www.ironmountain.com

The leader in technology escrow.
Trusted by over 45,000 companies.

Archaeologists Dig Out the Oldest European Fort in Inland US http://news.softpedia.com/news/Archaeologists-Dig-Out-the-Oldest-Euro...

1 of 2 7/27/2013 11:04 PM



Share your thoughts on this story...

422 hits

Link to this article · Print article · Send to friend

MUST-READ RELATED ARTICLES:

Liver Fat, Oil Keep
Great White Sharks
Swimming for
Thousands of Miles

2,000-Year-Old
Settlement Uncovered
by Construction
Workers in Mexico

The Personalities of
Toddlers Indicate if
They'll Grow to Be
Drinkers

The James Webb
Space Telescope Tested
in the World's Largest
Centrifuge – Video

Pine Island Glacier
Spawns Ginormous
Iceberg

READER COMMENTS:
 No user comments yet.

 Be the first to express your opinion!

Copyright © 2001-2013 Softpedia. Contact/Tip us at 

SUBMIT PROGRAM   |   ADVERTISE   |   GET HELP   |   SEND US FEEDBACK   |   RSS FEEDS   |   UPDATE YOUR SOFTWARE   |   ROMANIAN FORUM

© 2001 - 2013 Softpedia. All rights reserved.
Softpedia® and the Softpedia® logo are
registered trademarks of SoftNews NET SRL.

Copyright Information | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use Search  Go

· “Jackie Chan Dies During Movie
Stunt” Rumors Persist

· Half Life Episode 3 Arrives in
2014 for PC, Current Gen, PS4,
Xbox One – Report

Archaeologists Dig Out the Oldest European Fort in Inland US http://news.softpedia.com/news/Archaeologists-Dig-Out-the-Oldest-Euro...

2 of 2 7/27/2013 11:04 PM


