Czech Writing and Pronunciation

A very brief and practical guide

Ceska abeceda

Letter Name Letter Name
a a a kratké, dlouhé n en
b bé n en
c cé 0,0 o kratké, dlouhé
¢ cé p pé
d dé r er
D,d d¢ i ef
e, ¢ e kratké, dlouhé S es
f ef S es
g gé t te
h ha T, ¢ té
ch cha uu,u u kratké, dlouhé, s krouzkem
1,1 1 mékkeé, kratké, dlouhé % vé
] jé w dvojité vé
k ka X iks
1 el v,y tvrdé y, y (ypsilon)
m em z zet
zZ zet

Vowels: a, e, o,1,y,u(short), 4, é, 0,1, y, u (0) (long)

Diphthongs: ou, au, eu



Consonants

labials: m, p, b, f, v (w)

dentals: t,d, s,z dental nasal: n  dental liquids: r,1  dental affricate: ¢ dental strident lig-
uid: ¥

dental glide: j

palatals: t, d’, 11, ¢, §, Z

velars: k, g, h, ch

Dental letters t, d, n become palatals before ¢, 1

deka decagram

deéti children

deékuju thank you

Dejvicka Dejvickéa metro station
ti those (masc.)

ty those (fem.)

teta aunt

té you (acc.)

Before a, o, u, palatals are spelled with the hacek (i1, d, t)

Sonia Sonya
Mad’ar Hungarian
tukat tap, knock

§, 7z, ¢ are palatal fricatives corresponding to the dental s, z, ¢
f 1s a strident sibilant vibrant

ch is a voiceless velar fricative

h is a voiced laryngeal

j s a dental glide

After labials, € indicates [je]

Véra Vera



verze version
doupé den

béhat to run

But m¢ is pronounced [mne]

Staré Mésto  Old Town

Phonological words are stressed lightly on the first syllable. Long vowels are marked by an acute
accent, short vowels are unmarked.

Consider the accompanying map of Prague and listen to the pronunciation of bridge and street

names.

Praha Prague

Prazsky hrad Prague Castle
Vltava Moldau River
Mala Strana Little Quarter
Vysehrad Vysehrad Castle
Palackého most Palacky Bridge
Jiraskiv most Jirasek Bridge
most Legii Legions Bridge

Slovansky ostrov

Stielecky ostrov

Slavic Island

Shooters' Island

Karliiv most Charles Bridge
Miénesiiv most Manes Bridge

Cechtiv most Svatopluk Cech Bridge
Josefov Josef Quarter

Staré Mésto Old Town

Nové Mésto New Town

Vaclavské nameésti

Wenceslas Square



Nam.

Metro stops:
Malostranska
Staroméstska
Mistek
Muzeum
Narodni tfida
Karlovo nam.
I.P. Pavlova
Andg¢l

Hlavni nadrazi

Streets:

Moravska

JeCna

Milady Horakové
Navratilova

(cf. Martina Navratilova)
Vrchlického

Duskova

Ve svahu

U kostela

Jana Masaryka
Na slupi

Square (abbreviation)

Little Quarter

Old Town

Little Bridge
Museum

National Boulevard
Charles Square

L.P. Pavlov

Angel

Main Station

Moravia Street

Barley Street

Milada Horakové Street
Navratil Street

Vrchlicky Street
Dusek Street

On the Slope Street
Church Street

Jan Masaryk Street
On the Bluff Street



