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2008 Regular Legislative Session: Pre-filed education bills 
 

SENATE 
 
SB 60 
Provides for eligibility of New Orleans school employees retired prior to Jan. 31, 2006, to 
participate, as a group, in insurance sponsored by the office of group benefits. (gov sig) 
 
SB 126 
Requires school administrators to check students' records annually to ensure 
immunization enforcement. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 127 
Changes the renewal period for an approved charter school from a 10-year period to a 
period of up to 10 years. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 128 
Adds educational consultants to the list of professions for which contracts for 
professional services may be awarded without competitive bidding or negotiation. 
(8/15/08) 
 
SB 129 
Requires compulsory kindergarten attendance. (gov sig) 
 
SB 169 
Gives BESE discretion as to when to return certain schools transferred to the Recovery 
School District back to the transferring school system. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 170 
Changes the renewal period for an approved charter school from a 10-year period to a 
period of up to 10 years. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 171 
Allows the Recovery School District to enroll any Louisiana student in a school or 
educational program under the district's jurisdiction. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 201 
Includes pay to school bus drivers for certain school-related extracurricular activities in 
the definition of earnable compensation. (7/1/08) 
 
SB 280 



Converts TOPS to a loan forgiveness program beginning with students graduating 
during the 2008-2009 school year and thereafter. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 209 
Establishes a maximum household income of less than $250,000 as a TOPS eligibility 
requirement, beginning with students graduating during the 2008-2009 school year. 
(8/15/08) 
 
SB 218 
Changes the name of the TOPS program to the Taylor Opportunity Program for Students. 
(8/15/08) 
 
SB 268 
Prohibits renewal of the charter of a failing school unless the school meets certain 
criteria. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 275 
Authorizes, subject to the adoption of school board policies, the denial or suspension of 
driving privileges to a minor who fails to meet compulsory school attendance 
requirements and has withdrawn from school or is habitually absent or truant. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 279 
Limits, in specified circumstances, excluding certain students from extracurricular 
interscholastic athletic activities. (gov sig) 
 
SB 286 
Provides for phased in universal access to the LA 4 Early Childhood Program and for 
participation by non-school system providers of early childhood education. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 304 
Provides relative to the use of corporal punishment in public schools. (gov sig) 
 
SB 338 
Provides for group health insurance coverage for certain employees of the Recovery 
School District and Type 5 charter schools. (gov sig) 
 
SB 356 
Changes the name of the TOPS program to the Taylor Opportunity Program for Students. 
(8/15/08) 
 
SB 362 
Provides that the TOPS core curriculum shall be the same as the LA Core 4 Curriculum 
adopted by BESE. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 363 



Provides relative to the La. Commission on Civic Education and to the nature of student 
applications, related information, and interviews seeking appointment to the Legislative 
Youth Advisory Council. (gov sig) 
 
SB 420 
Creates and establishes the Workforce Education Fund. (gov sig) 
 
SB 447 
Allows the parent or legal guardian of a student assigned to attend a school in a Recovery 
School District the option to enroll their child in any school operated by the original 
school system if sufficient capacity exists. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 459 
Allows certain over-age students to play sports one grade up.(8/15/08) 
 
SB 462 
Provides for group health insurance coverage for certain employees of the Recovery 
School District and Type 5 charter schools. (gov sig) 
 
SB 465 
Provides that the driver education programs approved by BESE, be in consultation with 
the La. Highway Safety Commission. (08/15/08) 
 
SB 473 
Provides for extended sick leave for employees who are not teachers. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 475 
Requires charter schools receiving transportation services from a local school board to 
reimburse the board for the actual cost of providing such transportation. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 482 
Provides for the participation of certain students in the Board of Regents' dual enrollment 
program. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 487 
Requires the TOPS-Tech core curriculum to be the same as the Louisiana Core 
Curriculum adopted by BESE beginning with the high school graduating class of 2011-
2012. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 504 
Requires BESE to develop and implement competency-based testing for secondary 
school students who earn industry-based certifications. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 534 
Requires local school boards to account for how extra funds generated through the MFP 
for students with special characteristics are used. (gov sig) 



 
SB 537 
Establishes a specific date by which an articulation system for transferring college credits 
between and among secondary and post-secondary schools must be in place. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 541 
Provides relative to the bonded debt limit of certain school districts. (gov sig) 
 
SB 548 
Requires BESE to adopt rules requiring local school systems to conduct exit interviews 
for teachers who leave their employ. (gov sig) 
 
SB 549 
Requires, by the beginning of the 2013-2014 school year, that all children attending 
public schools have the opportunity to study the "critical languages" in addition to the 
traditional languages currently offered. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 561 
Provides for the Louisiana Academic Freedom Act. (gov. sig.) 
 
SB 565 
Change the name of TOPS Scholarship to the Taylor Opportunity Program Scholarship. 
 
SB 576 
Provides eligibility for certain home study students to participate in public school 
interscholastic extracurricular activities. (8/5/08) 
 
SB 578 
Provides eligibility for certain home study students to participate in public school 
interscholastic extracurricular activities. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 582 
Provides for a program to identify and provide assistance to low-performing schools that 
are at risk of failing. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 595 
Provides for Teachers' Retirement System Deferred Retirement Option Plan accounts to 
earn interest at the system's rate of interest, at the option of the account holder. (7/1/08) 
 
SB 604 
Provides technical changes to Title 17 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes. (8/15/08) 
 
SB 632 
Establishes and provides for the Louisiana Statewide Educational Facilities Authority. 
(8/15/08) 
 



 
HOUSE  
 
HB 1 
Provide for the ordinary operating expenses of state government for Fiscal Year 2008-
2009 
 
HB 128 
Establishes minimum academic eligibility requirements for participation by certain 
students in interscholastic athletics and other extracurricular activities 
 
HB 167 
Amends provisions of law regarding battery of a school teacher 
 
HB 178 
Requires students to be vaccinated against meningococcal disease as a condition of entry 
into the ninth grade in public schools 
 
HB 181 
Requires certain schools to suspend all extracurricular activities for students 
 
HB 182 
Requires BESE to adopt rules and regulations to allow certain students to participate in 
graduation ceremonies 
 
HB 184 
Provides for the electronic filing of student immunization compliance reports for 
elementary and secondary schools 
 
HB 197 
Allows certain repair work on school buses to be performed at a repair shop which is not 
a manufacturer or distributor authorized provider 
 
HB 200 
Provides that certain children of military personnel shall be temporarily excused from 
school under specified circumstances 
 
HB 210 
Prohibits certain early childhood education providers from collecting unemployment 
benefits 
 
HB 226 
Provides relative to the Teachers' Retirement System of Louisiana with respect to 
disability retirement rehires 
 
HB 305 



Removes exception for Orleans Parish relative to requirements that a local public school 
superintendent serve as the treasurer of certain school funds and perform specified duties 
related thereto 
 
HB 306 
Makes provisions relative to certain duties of a local public school superintendent, 
including but not limited to serving as school board secretary, applicable to Orleans 
Parish 
 
HB 321 
Deletes the limitation on the number of charter school proposals allowed 
 
HB 328 
Deletes provision that certain disruptive students shall be considered delinquents 
 
HB 329 
Provides relative to alternative education programs for suspended and expelled students. 
 
HB 344 
Authorizes school boards to provide group health insurance coverage to certain former 
school board members 
 
HB 349 
Changes the charter school renewal period from 10-year periods to periods of up to 10 
years. 
 
HB 350 
Authorizes the Recovery School District to contract with for-profit providers for the 
operation of schools. 
 
HB 359 
Requires certain school boards to provide information to certain students relative to 
human papillomavirus (HPV) and immunization against it 
 
HB 361 
Provides relative to the conditions required for certain expelled students to be admitted or 
readmitted to public school 
 
HB 365 
Requires newly constructed schools to have single action deadbolts on classroom doors 
 
HB 378 
Provides relative to noncomplex health procedures performed by certain school 
employees 
 
HB 386 



Increases certain rates of compensation paid to specified persons and entities for the 
operation of a school bus in a public school system 
 
HB 397 
Prohibits not promoting students in the fourth and eighth grades solely based on a 
student's performance on the LEAP tests 
 
HB 398 
Provides relative to eligibility of BESE-approved private schools to receive state funds 
 
HB 402 
Prohibit school bus operators from using cell phones while driving 
 
HB 426 
Amends provisions of law regarding criminal background information for teachers 
 
HB 451 
Prohibits a motor vehicle from passing in a school zone while school in session 
 
HB 457 
Provides funding to the St. Bernard Parish School Board to assist with the payment of 
Office of Group Benefits insurance premiums for certain retirees 
 
HB 459 
Authorizes certain school officials to search the person or personal effects of certain 
suspended or expelled students who have been readmitted to school on a probationary 
basis or attend an alternative education program. 
 
HB 463 
Provides relative to the retention period for certain schools transferred to the Recovery 
School District and required reporting relative thereto. 
 
HB 511 
Establishes the Teacher's Supplies Fund as a special treasury fund to provide for grants to 
elementary and secondary teachers for classroom supplies. 
 
HB 520 
Relative to members of the Louisiana School Employees' Retirement System, repeals the 
prohibition against membership in other systems 
 
HB 522 
Relative to the Louisiana School Employees' Retirement System, with respect to the 
Unfunded Accrued Liability, to provide for payment by certain employers 
 
HB 574 



Prohibits interactions between students and school employees in public elementary and 
secondary schools except in accordance with specified guidelines and limitations adopted 
by BESE 
 
HB 576 
Re-creates the Department of Education 
 
HB 580 
Provides for a salary supplement to teachers employed in economically distressed public 
school systems 
 
HB 581 
Provides that chief administrators of schools responsible for ensuring the enforcement of 
immunization requirements by checking students' records must check such records 
annually 
 
HB 626 
Provides relative to charter school funding 
 
HB 655 
Provides relative to charter schools 
 
HB 657 
Prohibits requiring school employees to complete paperwork if the information provided 
for in such paperwork is available from another source 
 
HB 671 
Requires the board of directors of the La. School of Math, Science, and the Arts to 
develop and adopt a policy for sabbatical leave for certified employees prior to the 
beginning of the 2009-2010 school year 
 
HB 672 
Changes the name of the list of teachers' rights from "Educators' Right to Teach" to 
"Teacher Bill of Rights" and provides relative to such rights 
 
HB 674 
Relative to public school policies prohibiting the harassment, intimidation, and bullying 
of a student by another student, further defines such terms as acts motivated by certain 
specified characteristics 
 
HB 676 
Prohibits not promoting or graduating any student solely based on the student's 
performance on any LEAP tests, including the graduation test 
 
HB 680 



Requires BESE to allow fourth and eighth grade students who score not more than one 
point below the required proficiency level on the LEAP tests to proceed to the succeeding 
grade 
 
HB 684 
Provides relative to the discipline, suspension, and expulsion of certain pupils 
 
HB 716 
Provides a salary supplement for educational diagnosticians 
 
HB 717 
Mandates a $1,000 pay raise for all school support personnel 
 
HB 718 
rovides relative to the leave of absence granted by a local public school board to an 
employee who subsequently becomes employed in a charter school 
 
HB 719 
Provides relative to in-service training for teachers in suicide prevention 
 
HB 720 
Provides relative to requirements for granting certification to French immersion teachers 
 
HB 721 
Adds a member of the Nonpublic School Commission to the High School Redesign 
Commission 
 
HB 722 
Provides for phased-in universal access to the Cecil J. Picard LA 4 Early Childhood 
Education Program and for participation by non-school system providers of early 
childhood education 
 
HB 724 
Requires charter schools to reimburse local school boards for the actual cost of 
transportation services provided by the local school board to the charter school 
 
HB 725 
Extends the maximum allowable length of time a school board shall grant a school 
employee a leave of absence in order to be employed in a charter school 
 
HB 735 
Mandates a one-time salary supplement of $500 for certain paraprofessionals 
 
HB 736 
Provides for an increase in the rate of compensation for school bus operators that shall be 
subject to the appropriation of funds for that purpose 



 
HB 739 
Requires public schools to provide at least 30 minutes of physical activity each school 
day for students in the seventh and eighth grades 
 
HB 741 
Provides extended sick leave benefits to certain public school employees not required to 
hold a teaching certificate 
 
HB 742 
Provides penalty for violating certain requirements applicable to the hiring, dismissing, or 
rehiring in public elementary and secondary schools of persons having a criminal history 
involving specified crimes 
 
HB 743 
Provides penalty for violating certain requirements applicable to the hiring, dismissing, or 
rehiring in public elementary and secondary schools of persons having a criminal history 
involving specified crimes 
 
HB 744 
Prohibits administration of certain portions of LEAP tests prior to May first of each year 
 
HB 754 
Requires public school governing authorities to take certain actions relative to student 
awareness and understanding of school discipline rules and requirements 
 
HB 761 
Requires BESE to establish a committee to advise the board on matters related to public 
elementary and secondary schools under the jurisdiction of the Recovery School District 
 
HB 775 
Authorizes a school board to sell or lease the naming rights of school facilities under its 
jurisdiction 
 
HB 783 
(Constitutional Amendment) Authorizes the forfeiture of certain school employee related 
retirement benefits for those found guilty of a sex crime against a student 
 
HB 787 
Exempts certain persons with ADD or any learning disability from taking the 
examination required for teacher certification 
 
HB 812 
(Constitutional Amendment) Removes provision requiring, when the Permanent Trust 
Fund balance reaches $2 billion, interest earnings to be credited to the Support Fund and 
recurring revenues to the State General Fund 



 
HB 813 
(Constitutional Amendment) Requires inclusion of certain charter schools in the MFP 
formula annually developed and adopted by BESE 
 
HB 817 
Provides funding to the Department of Education to implement Act 952 of the 2003 
Regular Session relative to speech-language pathologists and audiologists 
 
HB 824 
Requires the Baker, Central community, and Zachary community school boards to 
reimburse annually the East Baton Rouge Parish school board a portion of the cost of 
health insurance premiums paid by EBR for retirees 
 
HB 847 
Repeals provisions relative to permitting certain children to withdraw from school 
 
HB 871 
Provides eligibility for certain home study students to participate in public school 
interscholastic extracurricular activities 
 
HB 889 
Provides tuition and mandatory fee exemptions at public postsecondary education 
institutions for certain public school teachers 
 
HB 907 
Requires certain procedures be followed in providing access by any person to a public 
elementary or secondary school 
 
HB 909 
Provides relative to the time period of jurisdiction of the RSD over a school transferred to 
it 
 
HB 951 
Provides certain requirements for the rules and policies used by local school boards for 
the dismissal of nontenured school employees 
 
HB 952 
Provides relative to the control and jurisdiction of Type 5 charter schools by BESE under 
certain circumstances 
 
HB 962 
Establishes the Louisiana Statewide Educational Facilities Fund 
 
HB 973 



Relative to charter schools, repeals provision requiring certain minimum per pupil 
funding pursuant to most recent legislatively approved MFP formula 
 
HB 983 
Relative to the Teachers' Retirement System of Louisiana, provides with respect to 
unused annual and sick leave 
 
HB 996 
Relative to the Louisiana School Employees' Retirement System, provides for the 
rehiring of retired school bus drivers 
 
HB 1013 
Requires the forfeiture of retirement benefits of certain public school teachers and 
employees if found guilty of a sex crime against a student 
 
HB 1037 
Provides relative to salary differential amounts for teachers having certain advanced 
degree 
 
HB 1053 
Provides for comprehensive revision of the educational opportunities for children with 
exceptionalities provisions 
 
HB 1054 
Authorizes city, parish, and other local public school boards to create public benefit 
corporations 
 
HB 1060 
Exempts certain individuals who meet specified criteria from taking the examination 
required for teacher certification 
 
HB 1069 
Requires the board of the New Orleans Center for the Creative Arts/Riverfront (NOCCA) 
to develop a plan to enter into cooperative agreements to provide educational services to 
students in public school systems throughout the state 
 
HB 1074 
Requires certain local public school boards to develop academic achievement plans and 
provides for the establishment of the Task Force on Improving Student Academic 
Achievement 
 
HB 1075 
Provides relative to initial eligibility for TOPS awards for certain students displaced by 
Hurricanes Katrina or Rita, or both 
 
HB 1076 



Provides relative to TOPS residency determinations regarding students displaced by 
Hurricanes Katrina or Rita 
 
HB 1090 
Provides relative to residency requirements for certain dependent students to be eligible 
for TOPS awards 
 
HB 1091 
Creates the Louisiana High School Dropout Prevention Act of 2008 and provides for the 
circumstances under which certain students may withdraw from school 
 
HB 1105 
Provides relative to charter school funding 
 
 
OTHER  
 
HB 345 
Limits increases of ad valorem tax millages 

 
 


