Global Change Web Workshop
*Bring Web Workshop Folder, place on all PC’s in ILC classroom*
Authoring web pages is surprisingly easy, with the right software and a little training – everyone can do it. For more advanced editing, you can use Kompozer (middle ground) or Dreamweaver (most departmental web pages).
All of my web pages were done in Netscape Composer or its stepchild Seamonkey...
Help files available within Seamonkey, several links in Honors syllabus for help, tutorial pages, Seamonkey forum also useful...

Launch Seamonkey – usually defaults to browser – Window/Composer for web program.

File/New/Composer Page or New button to go to Composer. 

Save as “demo” or whatever...prompts for a title – this is what will appear in the very top border of your web page. “My Very Own Web Page”.
If your page is going online, basic pages are usually named “index.html”, which tells the server software this is your starting page...Pages linked to that page can have any title at all.

Format Menu
Enter a title at the top of the page – “My First Web Page”
Enter two or three separate lines of text under your page title  – “Most web pages have a lot of content – but not this one!!” etc...
Try some basic formatting – Use /Format/Text Style  for Bold, Italic, Underline..., not so different from editing a document in Microsoft Word...Note that all the common format choices are also toolbar buttons...Also Spell check button...
Note Edit/Undo..Other options in Edit menu...

Try playing with /Format/Font or /Size...try /Text Color (cool)...

Try Format/Align (left/center/right)... also on toolbar...
Try Format/Increase Indent...also on toolbar

Try to format your page title – increase font size, bold, italic, center align...

Two ways to increase font size use aA button on toolbar...OR Format/Size
Note Highlighter button on toolbar...select some text, click highlight and choose a color...one way to mark special text or links for extra emphasis...

Note that one option in the format menu is List/Bulleted – we’ll come back to this later on as a way to set up a simple menu

Note that one option under /Format is to remove all formatting (or links) from any selected block of text...
Format/Page Properties – can change the title of your page, add your name etc...
Format/Page Properties/Description – adds “metatags”, subject descriptors web search engines will pick up on...
Format/Page Colors and Background – Select Use Custom Colors – note that you can set a different color for link text – default is blue/red for link/visited link...
Select Background color – You can pick a basic color, or if you know the html code for a particular color you can enter it directly – very limited selection...
Go to Wikipedia – search List of Colors or Web Colors for two nice tables with html hex codes for colors. Pick one, copy the code and paste it in the Seamonkey dialog box to set a new background color.
Very important to select colors for text and background etc. that provide a good contrast (not violet on black ex.) – lots of badly designed pages on the web.

Add a Background Image - Format/Page Colors and Background/Background Image – Choose file – select from “backgrounds” folder in Web Workshop folder...try “fossil” ex. You can use any pic as a background, usually must lighten it up a lot to be useful as a text background...Small pics are used, then tiled by the program to make a background (open background file in XP to show actual “fossil” image)
Click <html source> at bottom of page, see the html code? Whatever editing you do, the program will automatically add the correct HTML code for all your changes, all the text you entered etc...Try <html tags> also...
Insert Menu

Note that almost all the options here are also buttons on the toolbar (Link, Anchor, H.Line...)

Insert/Characters and Symbols...click through this dialog box, note all the special characters you can add...
Build your page
Now we will set up several text blocks separated by horizontal lines...

Enter at least four lines of text separated by a carriage return...can cut and paste the same text a few times...

Position the cursor between any two lines or at the end of a line, click H.Line on toolbar (Horizontal line)...set up four text blocks separated by horizontal lines...
Click one of the horizontal lines to bring up properties box (little tricky)...

You can turn off 3-D shading (try it), increase width of lines, % of page, alignment etc...
(BF set up 9 pixel height, 50% of Screen...) Note that you can set your freshly edited Hline as the default...
Add Images – Let’s add a picture on top of the page...use one of the pics in your web workshop folder...
Position cursor underneath your page title, click Image button...select one...Click Don’t use alternate text (explain – this is text that would appear in that space while the image is loading...)
Right click your image, select Properties...note other tabs – Dimensions, Appearance, Link
Image Properties/Dimensions Tab 

Too big or too small?? Three ways to change it: edit image in separate program; right click pic, select Image Properties/Advanced Edit/Inline Style...can enter pixel size directly...
OR use Image Properties/Dimensions tab, enter pixel size (better, auto resizes to keep aspect ratio)

OR click picture, select any corner and drag to resize it directly...

Don’t use images with large file sizes, it will make your page load very slowly...Edit them in photoshop or similar to reduce image size, image quality etc...Web images usually not more than 100-300K, thumbnail images around 20K or less...300 dpi is more than adequate, some say less...

Image Properties/Appearance Tab

These options let you align the picture on the page and /or wrap text around it in various ways.
Pick one of your text blocks, set cursor at the front of a line of text, insert and resize pic...

Click pic to select it, try alignment buttons on toolbar...Put cursor in front of pic, try tabs to nudge it over...

Text wrap properties can be changed from this tab
Align Text to Image - dropdown box has five options (try), can be very tricky to get it just right...
Spacing lets you set a margin around your pic, try various pixel values 10/20 etc until you are happy, also lets you set a border (large border – ex 50 pixels acts like a frame...)

Image Properties/Link Tab
Can use this box to turn your pic into a link (TU logo on most Tulane web pages is a link to the TU home page ex...).
Link can go to a file, web page url, or internal link (set with anchors  - more later). Try to make your pic link to http://www.google.com...
Animated GIF’s are easy to insert, insert as regular image (try one) – now save page to desktop, Window/Navigator to go to browser, File/OpenFile/your test file...See the animation? Browser window lets you view your changes - Must save file in composer window to see changes in browser window.
Insert Table
Place your cursor and insert table using insert menu or insert button...Make it four rows, two columns...Note border...Click table to select it, right click to see several table options...Note same options on Table menu (top)...

Table Cell or Background Color – note two choices – Table or Cell - Select Table, choose white...can make individual cells different colors...

Table Cell Properties – right click table, select Table Cell Properties – Tabs for either Table or Cell. 
Table tab lets you add rows or columns,  and change % of page table spans for height or width (enter 50 % for width).  Can also select, click and drag corners to resize.
View your Composer page in a window, change screen size by dragging – see how table width adjust to 50% of window size?
Set a Border of 5 pixels –note 3-D effect? Now try changing the Spacing (pixels between cells).

Note options for Caption and Alignment – center your table and give t a caption above or below...

Cell tab lets you adjust size of cells, and set how text will be aligned in the cells...

Tables are very useful – I use them for syllabus (show w/envirosci.html page), can also use them for menus (more later).

Adding Links to your page

Select a few words of text – click Link button or Insert/Link menu...can also right click selected text, Create Link...

Link Properties dialog box lets you select a file or an anchor (internal link). 

Select Choose file, select envirosci.html file from Web Workshop folder...Note check box for URL is relative to page location – leave it checked usually...

Note that your text color for the link has changed...set the default color from Format/Page Colors and Background
Save page, go to browser window, Reload page to see your link – try it!
Internal links connect different parts of your page(s), let your menu items link to parts of your pages etc.

Anchors

In order to set points in your page to link to, you need to add some anchors.
Set cursor in front of line of text in one of your text blocks, Insert/Anchor or Anchor button, give it a name (one, two to start – meaningful name for your page – syllabus, terms, etc...)

See the little anchor icon? Right click the icon to edit it – change name, add link etc...You can cross-link to anchors in any of your connected pages (hop from 104 home page to term list for example).
Add one or two more anchors, which we will use to set up a menu.

Menus
Two ways to do menus – Bulleted lists or embedded in Tables.
Bulleted list method
Set up four lines of text underneath your top picture or your web page title to represent a menu – option one, option two, whatever...

Select  all of the menu text. Select Format/List/Numbered...
Now select Format/List/Bulleted
Put spaces between your menu items – try spacebar – note: makes a bulleted blank line – Force a hard return with Shift/Enter

Put spaces between your bulleted entries – now we will make them into menu items. 
First we need somewhere for the menu items to go...

Enter a series of four anchors – can be anywhere in the text, but put yours at the front of the first line of text in each of your four text boxes. Give each anchor a unique name (should be meaningful – syllabus, grade chart, links etc...).

Go back to your menu list – for each of the four items: Select text – right click/Create Link 
OR Insert/Link
Note: you can click through to select a file, type in a URL OR select one of your anchors in the dropdown box. To type it in directly, just put a # in front of the anchor name...

Do this for each of your menu items.

Now save it, go to the browser and reload your page, see if your menu works...

Table Menus
You can also set up a menu (or even organize your entire web page) by using a table or tables...

Let’s set up a four item menu using a table...

Go to the top of the page and insert a table consisting of four rows and a single column, spanning 30% of the window, Border = 0

Enter some menu text, select it, link to anchors as before...

Save it...Try it out in the browser

Note: You can link a menu item to any place in your page, to go to any other page, or to go to a specific point on another page by adding the anchor name at the end of the web URL –
For example: http://www.tulane.edu/~bfleury/diversity/diversity.html#LabSyllabus

Tables as Layout Organizers
Strength of Dreamweaver and other higher level programs is that you can put stuff exactly where you want it on the page by drawing up a set of layout tables and cells for holding text and images. For Seamonkey and other easier tools you have to use tabs, align commands etc to fudge it, not always effective – tables give you a little more power.

Go to the bottom of your page, insert a table of 2 rows and 2 columns...
Try selecting your table (click on it) and grabbing and dragging one of the corners to change its size and shape...

Insert the cursor in the upper right cell of your table, Insert/Image, select a picture of a butterfly.

Click on the pic, drag it into the size you want. Click on the image, select image Properties, you can now add pixel “padding” around it to center it etc...

Insert cursor in upper left box, add a caption or text to go with the picture.

Table/Select Table – you can align the entire table (center it etc...)

You can also nest tables inside other larger tables to get a fancier layout!

Java Applets 
Finally, we will try to do a simple Java applet, using the ANFY applet package...
Most people think Java is some hopelessly complicated thing, that requires a fail amount of sophistication to use in a web page.

In fact, each and every Java applet is nothing morethan a tiny little computer program written in HTML, just another chunk of code. 

The tricky bit is writing the applet in the first place, but once that is done it is a simple matter of cutting and pasting the chunk of code into your web page.

ANFY applets are one of the best feebies on the web. This little program gives you access to 52 Java applets you can use to dress up your web page. 

Open the ANFY folder, click on anfy.exe to run the program...Note that there is a tutorial folder there as well, 
