
Future Meeting Programs 

 

If you have any suggestions for programs 
that you would like the section to schedule—
Please contact Michael Waguespack at: 
mwaguespack@midrid.com 

Inside this issue: 

Election of Officers 
& Future Direction 

2 

Section Officers & 
Company Contacts 

3 

May 2005 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

New Orleans Section - 
American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers The Reactor 

Turnaround 

Anthony F. Fregosi 
Editor 
 
“Send comments to 
Anthony.Fregosi@cytec.com” 

would like to see cov-
ered or if you think this 
tool is of any benefit at 
all. You my either con-
tact me (my e-mail is 
listed to the left) or you 
may contact any of the 
officers or company 
contacts listed on Page 
3. 
 
Now is the time to put in 
your “two cents” regard-
ing future programming. 
Our Vice-Chair and Pro-
gramming Chair, Mi-
chael Waguespack will 
be working on putting 
together our program-
ming for next year. He 
would welcome sugges-
tions and contact infor-
mation for programming 
you would like to see 
the section undertake. 
You may reach Michael 
at the e-mail address to 
the right. 
 
Have you ever thought 
about serving the section 
as an officer? No? Think 
it will take too much 
time? Do you already 
have too much on your 
plate? 
 
We think you can serve 
the section and not nec-
essarily have to give up 
doing anything else. 
Many of the activities 
are coordinated by mul-

Welcome to the inaugural 
issue of “The Reactor 
Turnaround”. In the 
past, the section has re-
mained “inactive” during 
the summer months. In re-
ality work is ongoing set-
ting up the program for 
the following year, a 
board of directors meet-
ing, etc. 
 
The section never tried to 
continue communication 
with the general members 
during the summer due to 
the relatively short dura-
tion and the cost of mail-
ing the information. How-
ever, technology has come 
to the rescue and we can 
now provide a communi-
cation vehicle without in-
curring any additional 
cost. 
 
We hope you like the new 
communication tool and 
request that you send your 
comments on what you 

tiple individuals. No 
one person need do it 
all. We encourage you 
to seek out any of the 
current officers to dis-
cuss the possibility of 
working with the sec-
tion as an officer in the 
future. Such involve-
ment can translate to 
skills useable on the 
job, i.e. project man-
a g e m e n t 
(programming), super-
visory skills (directing 
others),  time manage-
ment skills (being ready 
for the next event), etc. 
Gaining these skills 
through section work, 

can be a “safe” way to 
gain such skills. 
 
Again, we hope you 
like “The Reactor 
Turnaround” and 
find it beneficial and 
useful.  
 
Hope to see you at our 
first meeting in August. 
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e v e r  s e m i n a r 
(Combustion Technol-
ogy—to be held May 
20, 2004). 
 
Not to be outdone, Ron 
arranged a meeting of 
the section leadership 
with the Tulane Depart-
ment of Chemical Engi-
neering & Biotechnol-
ogy. Out of this meeting 
came the section’s spon-
soring of a plant trip for 
the students of Tulane to 
Monsanto, which was 
arranged by Amanda 
Lee. 
 
Our closing meeting 
program “ChE’s In Ac-
tion” was also a result of 

The New Orleans Section 
of AIChE has enjoyed 
something of a resurgence 
of activity this past year. 
This is in large measure to 
the tireless efforts of Mi-
chael Waguespack and 
Ron Ondechek. 
 
Michael worked last year 
to institute a section envi-
ronmental achievement 
award which we awarded 
this year for the second 
time. He was also instru-
mental in bringing to real-
ity most of last year’s pro-
gramming. Finally, work-
ing with Wink Engineer-
ing, the section will spon-
sor along with the Baton 
Rouge Section, our first 

“New” Officers Elected at the March Meeting  like to request that the 
membership provide any 
feedback to us as to pro-
gramming, meeting topics, 
educational events, etc. 
 
If there are any special top-
ics of interest that you 
have, please let Michael 
know so that he may con-
sider it for the program 
schedule that he will be de-
veloping. 
 
As always, you may con-
tact any of the officers with 
suggestions, comments and 
ideas for future or past sec-
tion activities. See Page 3 
of this publication for a 
listing of the current offi-
cers. 

Chair & Director), Jim 
Dean (Finance Chair & 
Director), Ron Ondechek 
(Education Outreach 
Chair), Dr. Brian Mitchell 
(Web Master), and 
Amanda Lee (Plant Tour 
Chair). 
 
Many of our “new” offi-
cers are not really new at 
all. Most have served us 
for several years already. 
 
The officers look forward 
to what we believe is a 
bright future for the sec-
tion. We do not do it 
alone however. It takes all 
of the members working 
together to make the sec-
tion what it is. To this 
end, the officers would 

the meeting. Ron’s 
panel program was 
awarded a Project Con-
nect grant from the Na-
tional AIChE. Prior to 
the panel program, 
“Mock Interviews” 
were held to help stu-
dents hone their inter-
viewing skills. 
 
It is the goal of this sec-
tion to continue to pro-
vide programming of 
this caliber to our pro-
fessional members and 
the students of Tulane.   
 
What is in the future? 
While I do not have a 
crystal ball—I predict 
that the section will 
continue to build on our 
relationship with the 

The officers for the 
2005-2006 program 
year were elected at 
the March Meeting 

Tulane Department of 
Chemical Engineering, 
that we increase the of-
ferings of seminars and 
programming to our 
members and to continu-
ally look for ways to 
“Serve Chemical Engi-
neers...Who Serve the 
World”. 

The New Orleans Sec-
tion is the third oldest 
in the country—but 
where are we going in 
the future? 

The New Orleans Section 
of the American Institute 
of Chemical Engineers is 
nothing if not efficient in 
its election of officers. 
 
The positions of Chair, 

Vice-Chair, Secretary and 
Treasurer were all filled 
without opposition during 
the elections held at our 
April 12th meeting. 
 
The officers elected are: 
Anthony Fregosi (Chair), 
Michael Waguespack 
(Vice-Chair & Program 
Chair), 
R a c h e l  W i g g i n s 
(Secretary), and Dr. John 
Prindle (Treasurer). 
 
In addition to the above 
officers, the following 
individuals will be serv-
ing on the section board. 
 
Bill Boutall (Membership 
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New Orleans Section Officers 2005-2006 

Anthony Fregosi—Cytec Ind.—431-6598 Chair 

Michael Waguespack—Middleberg, Riddle & Gianna—207-7340 Vice-Chair &      
Program Chair 

Rachel Wiggins—Albert-Garaudy and Associates—846-6581 Secretary 

Dr. John Prindle, P.E.—Tulane University—865-5774 Treasurer 

Dr. Paul Fanning, P.E. (Relocated to West Virginia) Immediate 
Past Chair 

Bill Boutall—Wink—243-4539 Membership 
Chair & Director 

Jim Dean— Entergy—576-7174 Finance Chair 
& Director 

Ron Ondechek —237-2085  Education  
Outreach Chair 

Anthony Fregosi—Cytec Ind.—431-6598 Newsletter Editor 

Dr. Brian Mitchell—Tulane University—862-8257 Web Master 

Company Contacts 

Chevron Chemical—Christopher Day  
391-6584 

Albert-Garaudy and Associates—
Rachel Wiggins       846-6581 

Cytec Industries—Anthony Fregosi     
431-6598 

Nalco/Exxon—Joy Usener 
1-800-366-2526 (Ext. 1285) 

DEQ (B.R.)—Freddie Touro   
225-219-3122 

Occidental Chem.—Linda Bergeron    
783-7365 

Dow Chemical—Larry Mercier   
985-783-4780 

Petro-Marine Eng.—   Contact Needed 

Entergy—Jim Dean                              
576-7174 

Shell Chemical—        Contact Needed 

EDG, Inc.—Leon Barnett                     
455-0858 

Tulane Univ.—Dr. Brian Mitchell        
862-8257 

ExxonMobile—Tom Doolin                 
281-6154 

URS (Walk)—Jay Hendrickson           
599-4926 

KBC Advanced Tech.—Don Hoppens 
837-9228 

W.H. Linder—Herb Roussel, P.E.        
835-2577 (Ext. 3143) 

Monsanto, Luling—Ralph Zamora       
785-4580                

Wink Engineering—Bill Boutall          
246-7924 



6th Annual Tulane Engineering Forum 
“Engineering in a Coastal 

Environment” 

Friday, September 30, 2005 
 

New Orleans Hilton Riverside 
8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Registration fee will apply 
 

Nationally Acclaimed Speakers  
 

Plenary and Concurrent Session • Poster Sessions 
 

Underwritten by 50 companies 
400+ Engineers Expected to Attend 

7 PDH credits, including 1 ethics PDH. 

Serving Chemical 
Engineers....Who Serve 

the World 

For more information, please contact Event Coordinator, 
Jenny Kottler, at 504-891-1044 or jkottler@bellsouth.net. 

Or visit the Forum Website at: 
www.eng.tulane.edu/tef 



New Orleans Section, Winner of: 
1995 “Randall D. Sheeline Award”, for excellence in public relations activities. 
1999 “Catalyst Grassroots Award”, for support of the grassroots advocacy program. 
2001 “Marx Isaac’s Award”, for excellence of a small local section newsletter. 

Anthony F. Fregosi 
Cytec Industries 
10800 River Rd. 

Westwego, LA 70094 

For more information, please contact Event 
Coordinator, Jenny Kottler, at 504-891-

1044 or jkottler@bellsouth.net. 
Or visit the Forum Website at: 

Serving Chemical Engineers....Who 
Serve the World 
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New Orleans Section - American 
Institute of Chemical Engineers 


