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I trust that everyone has sur-
vived another Mardi Gras
season. Now, we just have
to decide what to do with all
the beads, etc., that were ac-
cumulated this year -- and
past years as well!

The January 2005 joint
meeting with the Baton
Rouge Section was a re-
sounding success. The 40+
attendees (split nearly 50:50
between the two Sections)
were treated to a wonderful
dinner and an interesting
"State of the LDEQ" presen-
tation by Dr. Mike McDan-
iel. Many thanks to Secre-
tary McDaniel for taking
time from his busy schedule
to address our

Our meeting for this month
is going to be held at the
Louisiana Technical College.
Dennis Murphy, Dean of the
College will be on hand to
give us a tour of the college
and to speak about the ser-
vices the college offers.

Many in industry are proba-
bly unaware of the college
and what it can offer our

collective memberships in this
setting. Based on the results
of the last two joint meetings,
I strongly recommend that we
make every effort to continue
having a yearly joint meeting.

Thanks are extended to
Amanda Lee, a Section mem-
ber, for organizing and coordi-
nating a tour of the Monsanto
Luling Plant on January 28.
Based on the reports I've re-
ceived, those who partici-
pated, particularly the students
from Tulane University,
seemed to really enjoy the
tour. I had planned on taking
a vacation day so that I could
go on the tour, but I had to
take care of some last-minute
business to meet a deadline at

work. (Has this ever happen
to you?) 1 did stop by the
Plant late in the afternoon, but
by then everyone had dis-
persed. Amanda is working to
schedule other plant tours.
We'll keep you posted on
dates, locations, times, etc.

Our February 2005 meeting
will take place during National
Engineers Week. The meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday eve-
ning, February 25, at the Lou-

Fifth Meeting for the 2004-2005 Year

plants in terms of trained op-
erations personnel, i.e. opera-
tors.

Please contact Anthony Fre-
gosi at either (504) 431-6598
or anthony.fregosi@cytec.
com if you plan to attend.

You may also inform your
company contact of your
plans to attend. (See Page 2).

isiana Technical College
(LTC) -- River Parishes Cam-
pus. We'll have a tour of the
facility and then break for din-
ner. Dennis Murphy, Dean of
LTC, will give a short talk.
Check the Newsletter for the
particulars.  Please support
your local AIChE section by
attending this event. I encour-
age you to invite your co-
workers to attend as well.

For our March 2005 meeting,
we'll return to our normal
meeting location at Steak &
Ale. However, we'll meet on
the third Tuesday (March 15)
instead of the second Tuesday.
Terry Backhaus will speak on
the topic, "Financial Consid-
erations for a Start-Up Engi-
neering Practice." Please
mark your schedules to re-
serve this date for what should
be an interesting presentation.

We're still waiting to receive
word about our application for
a ProjectConnect Grant. Ac-
cording to AIChE National,
the ProjectConnect Committee
has been delayed in their re-
sults. So, we're patiently wait-
ing for a reply. With any luck,

(Continued on page 5)

Meeting Schedule
Cost: $10/person
Students: Free
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5:30 — 6:00 P.M. Social

6:00 — 7:15 Tour/Speaker

7:15 — 8:00 Pizza and Drinks

8:00 — 9:00 Officers Meeting

9:00 P.M. Adjourn

Proposed Future Meeting
Programs:

(subject to change)

e March 15, 2005

“Financial Considera-
tions for a Start-Up En-
gineering Practice”

e April 12,2005
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