




Restricting our analysis to immigrant males arriving in the U.S. at age 18 or below, we first show within an 

ordinary least squares (OLS) framework that marriage to a native increases immigrant employment rates even when 

accounting for an extensive list of human capital and assimilation controls.  We then further explore the possibility 









customs and labor market conditions thereby increasing employment probabilities.4  Moreover, if marriage to a 

native brings with it a network comprised of relatively more natives, then immigrants may benefit from the positive 





force.  Since immigrants that marry immigrants are likely to be less assimilated to the U.S., they may have lower 











Table 3 shows regression results for both OLS and IV models which include these spouse characteristics.



5.2 The Role of Networks 

 



 
In order to test this hypothesis, we include in the model an interaction between marriage to a native and the 





natives should receive relatively more job offers within close geographic proximity.  This in turn will lead to shorter 



hypothesis stay the same, suggesting that we are identifying the effect of employment differentials as opposed to the 



possibility is that average immigrant skill levels in certain cities may be ill-matched with particular industry 

demands.  If this mismatch is due to random fluctuations in either the immigrant population or industry mix within a 





significantly lower employment rates than natives, there is a larger premium to marrying a native.  Also, since 
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Table 2. Ordinary Least Squares and IV Estimates. 
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Table 4. Tests of Network Hypotheses. 
 (1) (2) 
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