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RUSSTAN VOWELS
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John bingley

RUSSIAN VOWELS

a20y u

Aeéen u

Vowel sounds (under stress) are represented by the following letters in the
Russian alphabet:

fa] a,n

[e] 3,e

[o]l o,e

[u] v.,0

[i] w

[£] o -

1. Russian vowels under stress are as follows:
[i] [£] [u]
[e] [o]
[a]

2. in absolute initial position, and in the first pretonic
position, not after a soft consonant:

[4] [u] [+] [u]
’,J?
[e] [o]
s
{a] [a]
3. In all other unstressed positions, not after a soft consonant:
_LE] [u] [4] [u]
[e] 2]e—[o] (=]
[a]
4. in all unstressed positions, after a soft consonant:
[i] [u] o [1] [u]
AN
[e] o]
[a]
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CHART QF RUSSIAN CONSONANTS
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ART{CULATION OF RUSSIAN CONSONANTS

Place of Articulation

tabials: [p] [p,] [b] [b,] [m] [m,]
Labio-dentals: [£] [£,] [v] [v,]

bentals: [t] [t,] [a) [d,] [s] [s,] [2] [2,] [3] (] [e] [dz] [n] [m] [x] [x,] [2] [1,
Palatals: [£] [dZ] [8,:] {%,:] [4] |

velars: [k] [x,] [o} [g.] [x] [x,] [v] [v,]

Manner of Articulation

Stops (Plosives): [P]VIPa] [b] [b,] [m] [m,] [t] [t,] [4] [4,] [n] [n,] [K] [k,] [g] [g
Fricatives: [£] [£,] [v] [v,] [s] [s,] [=] [=,1 [8] [2] [5,:] [,:] [x} [x,] [v] iv,]
Affricates: [ec] [dz] [€] [4Z]

Laterals: [r] [x,] [1] [1,] [3]

000014




John Dingley :5~

RUSS AN CONSONANTS

Below are listed the Russian consonantal socunds with their usual represen-
tation in the Russian alphabet:

[r] n [c] 4 (always hard)
(e, ] : [@z]* u (always hard)
2l .
a [n,]
[m] M [r] o
[m,] M [r,] p )
[£] ® (1] .
[£,1 o (1,] =
[v] 8 [&] u (always soft)
{v,] B

[@Z]* wu {always soft)
[t] T
[t,] T [3,:] w (always soft)
[d] [2,:]* w (always soft)
fd,] A [3] n (always soft)
[s] = (k] K
[5’] ¢ [ks] K
[z] 3 gl r
[z,] 3 [g,] r
[8] w (always hard) {x] x
[2] %  (always hard) [x,] X

[v}* x

[v,]* x

The four sounds marked by an asterisk have no separate letter to designate them.
They are represented by their devoiced counterparts.
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VOICING / DEVOICING ASSIMILATIONS

Obstruents

devoiced [P] [Ps] lf} [fyl [t] [t1] [S] [Ss
[

1 [3]1 [e] [€] [5,:] [x] [x,] [x] [x,]
voiced [e] [®y] [v] [v,] [d] [&,] [2] } [2]

[dz][a2] [Z,:] [g] (9,1 [¥] [v,]

Z,

Notes

1. All obstruents have hard/soft counterparts, except the following:
[c] [dz] [8] [2] are always hard. [&] [dZ] [8,:] [Z,:] are always soft.

-

2. At the end of words voiced obstruents devoice, e.g. .

606G [bop], caa [sat], moar [mosk]

3. Word-internally assimilations are regressive, i.e. from right to left.
So voiced + devoiced becomes devoiced + devoiced, e.g.

cndprmi  [sidtk,ij], euepd [£dird]

And devoiced + voiced becomes voiced + voiced, e.g.

Takwe [tag¥s], npdckba [prdz,bs]

Resonants

[m] [m,] [n] [n,] [¢] [x,] [1] [2,] [3] [v] [v,] /see note 3/
Notes
1. All resonants are voiced.

2. The rescnants play no part in assimilations. They are not affected

themselves, nor do they affect adjoining conscnants, e.qg.

cMond [smald], cnon [slon], anow [zloj], «wira [kn,{ge], rHate [gnat,.
3. 8 [v] [v,] are resonants when they are the last member of a cluster

(going from left to right!), otherwise they are obstruents, e.qg.

ceet [s,v,et], but Buepd [fiird]
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RUSSIAN DIPHTHONGS

The conly diphthongs in Russian are formed by adding []] (always v

in writing) %o one of the seven vowels, i.e.

1. [aj] ain / Aan Aai / neropsi

2. {ej] 3n / ei an! / nea

3. [oi] ot / en cTol / 3emnen

b, [ij] MM KW

5. [4i] ot (M) Béﬂgy {xopdwnit)

6. [uj] y# / o# AYH / BoiAM

7. I=aj] (usually by a# or owm, not under stress, e.g.

Note:

Fd - -, ~
aénan / pamosn.)

When two vowels occur together, both are pronounced, €.g.

Foreign words:

On a boundary:

With intervening []j]:

{(but no [j] with w:

Id r Id
AapotncT, nuaHo, TpoTyap
I d Id
soobue, Haobopor

rd
ad6pan, ndbpoe, Acbpuie
Fd
CUHAA, CMHee, cuHMe

8 Pocciin)
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SPELLING RULES

A. Distribution of s/a, w/y, a/u

1. After s, w, w, iy do not write: =&, w, u

write: a, Y, u
2. After y do not write: a4, w»
write: a, Y
In case endings, write: # e.g. omyus (nom. pl.)
otherwise write: u e.g. yupx {(circus)
3. After x, 2, =z do not write: s, o, =
write: a, Y, U

B. Distribution of é/0 (under stress)
1. After ar, w, u, uy -
a@. In noun, adjective and adverb endings always write o
e.g. naxdm, xapandaudm, ceeubi, nawvydM
Goavwdeo, uyxbeo
ceexd, zopAud
b. In verb endings always write ¢
e.g. meuem, axem
¢. In roots write ¢ if other words from the same root have e
€.9. LeNa:XEeHR, UePHEMD:UEPpHUU, WeNK: Wenxd
otherwise write o
e.9. Xpuxbsrux
I think it is safe to say that nouns of fixed stem stress have o

d. cf. nodxbe, arson and nodxez, he set fire to.

2. After y under stress in endings and suffixes always write o
e.9. XKoHydm, omydm
Also in roots always write o

e.g. yoxamo

C. Distribution of e/o
1. After a, w, %, y, ¥ in unstressed endings, write e

e.y. netizdxem cf. naxom
xopbuwezo cf. Sonvwbeo
nbavyem cf. omydbm
naliven cf. MAUDOM
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CONSONANTAL ALTERNATIONS

Labials:
> on
¢n
> BN

T w e o A
v

Dentals: > u,m (0CS)
X, %0 (0CS)

> mw

w 0O B H
v

> XK

4
v
-

Velars: K > 4,L
r > %, (3)

X > um, {c)

Clusters: CT > W

Also note the following:

T} before T > crT
bt

e.g. MeTy, MeCTH < TT

Beny, BEeCTH < QLT

QO0eNLY
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American Transliteration of Russian

The preference of the University of
Chicago Press, for general use, is the system of the United States
Board on Geographic Names. Regardiess of the system of trans-
literation, however, well-known Russian names should be given
in the form in which they have become familiar to English-speak-
ing readers: that is, the spellings of Webster’s Biographical Dic-
tionary and the Columbia Lippincott Gazetteer or Webster's Geo-
graphical Dictionary should prevail:

Tchaikovsky Chekhov Catherine the Great
Moscow Nizhni Novgorod (Gorki) Dnieper

TABLE 9.1: TRANSLITERATION OF RUSSIAN

CYRILLIC ALPHABET U.5. Boarp
oN GEO- LiprARY OF | “LINGUBTIC”
GRAPHIC CONGRESS SysTEM

Upright Cursive NAMES

A a A a a

B & 5 & b

B s 8 s v

I'r r ez -4

A n g 9 d

E e E ¢ yele e e
E &2 £ g vElg é € é
Hox XK e zh z

3 3 3 3 z

Uon H u i v

MU a " a y 1 i
K x K & k

J n g a 1

MM M s m

Hnu H & n

O o [¢ o

nmn ifn P

P p P p r

Cc C ¢ s

T T m t

Yy YV y u
, D b D & f

X x X x kh ~ X, ch
H n oy ts ts ¢
H u Yy ch ¢
M w U we sh §
Ul g )/ shch ¢
B u? H & " I re
bl ot? bl w y

b »? 3 s ’ .
23 3 3 e é &
IO 10 10 10 yu it} ju
A a H =& ya 12 Jja

Note: The Library of Congress and “linguistic™ systems employ the same
characiers as the U.S. Board system except where noted.

L. Initiaily and after a vowel or s or &.
2. Not considered a separate letter.
3. Does not occur initially.

900020
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MASCULINE HARD STEM NOUNS

INANIMATE

singular plural
Neminative tért - @ tdrt - ¥
Genitive tdrt - a tdrt - ov
Dative tdrt - u tdrt - am
Accusative tdért - @ tdrt - y
Instrumental tdrt - om tdrt - ami
Prepositional tdrt - e tdrt - ax

ANIMATE

singular plural
Nominative studént - ¢ studént - y
Genitive studént - a studént - ov
Dative studént - u studént - am
Accusative studént - a studént - ov
Instrumental studént - om studént - ami
Prepositional studént — e studént - ax
Nom. TOpT TépTu
Gen. TdpTa tépToB
Dat. épry TépTam
Ace. TOpT 1pTH
Instr. TSpTOM rdpramu
Prep. tépTte TdpTax
Nom. CTYAEHT CTYAEHTH
Gen. CTYREHTa cTynéntoe
Dat. CTyAéHTy CTynéHTaM
Acc. CTynéHTa CTygéHTos
Instr. CTYAEHTOM CTYRéHTamMu
Prep. CTynéHTe CTyRéHTax
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Nominative
Genitive
Dative
Accusative
Instrumental

Prepositional

Nominative
Genitive
Dative
Accusative
Instrumental

Prepositional

Nom.
Gen.
Dat.
Acc.
Instr.

Prep.

Nom.
Gen.
Dat.
Acc.
Instr.

Prep.

MASCULINE SOFT STEM NCUNS

INANIMATE
singular
portfél’ - ¢
portfélt - a
portfél' - u

portrél! - @
portfél' - em

portfél' - e

ANIMATE
singular
Id
kén' - @
I'd
kon' - a
”
kon' - 4
rd
kon' - &
kon' - ém
kon' - €
Id
noprdenn
Id
noprhensa
Id
noprdento
ra
noprhens
»
nopThenemM
L4
noprodene
KOHB
7’
KOHA
»
KOHIW
,
KOHA
KDHEM
rd
KQHe

DGODES

plural

portfél' - i
portféit - ej
portfél' - am
portfél' - i

portfél' - ami

portfél! - ax
plural

kén' - i

kon' - £}
kon' - dm
kon' - &j
kon' - &mi

kon' - ax

Id
nop thenu

s, ar
noptrhenes

”
nopThenamM

r
noprhenH

r
HOPThenaMu

Id
noprdenax

’
KOHH

L
KOHeH

,
KOHAM

2
KOHeH

’
KOHAMH

’
KOHAX

&
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MASCULINE NOUNS WITH NOM. PL. IN -a/-a/

Id I d
N 0OM AoMa
Id ’
G AoMa AOMOB
14 14
D oMy AOMaM
» 14
A a0m Aoma
r ’,
I OOMOM BOMaMK
rd I
P nome AomMax
4 ’”
N yuMTens quTeﬂﬂ
G yuitens yumTenen
D yqﬁTenm yunrenﬁn
, .
A yunTEnA yumrenéu
I Id
I yYUuTENeM YU TEenAmMM
r Id
P yunTene yUUTENAX
Notes: 1. Only mas. nouns with stem-stress in the singular -

can have a plural in -a/-a/.

2. Mas. nouns with nom. pl. in -a/-4/ are
ending-stressed thruout the plural.

3. It is not possible to predict which mas. nouns
r
will have nom. pl. in -a/-A/.
They have to be learned.

. Sometimes there are two nom. plurals (one in -&4/-4/),
which are semantically different. e.g.

Mex mexa fur
Mexﬁ bteliows
d6pas obpaaa ikon
d6paabi image
6pgeH opneHé decoration
SppeHs order (monastic, etc.)
xneb xne6a corn
xné6ui loaf of bread
user uaeTé color
/useTdk/ uBeTH flower
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gH P g0

0=

8pau
apaud
Bpauy
spaud
apaydm

Bpaud

otéy (H)
oTud
oTuy
oTud
oTudm
oTy

MAS. SIBILANT BTEMS

/== K, H, w, 4 ==/

Bpaqd N ayw
Bpaqdi G  aywa
Bpaudm D ayuwy
spaudn (4) A ayw
BpaudMu I pyuem
Bpaudx P aYue

MAS. NOUNS WITH STEMS IN =l

oty N mécay
oTyde ¢ wmécaua
oOTUAM D wmécauy
otude (A) A  wmécay
oTudMu I mécauyem
oTudx P mdcAaue

000NEo

AYum
aywe#

AYWaM

avyum (INA)

AYwaMH
pywax

mécays
Mécaues

MgcnuaM

mécaubl
mécauamm
mécayax

(INA)
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MAS. JOT-STEMS

Type 1
. 4 I - 4
R) My 3en MY 3EHM i reHuRn reHuM
rd ’ rd Id
G My3€en My3een G reHuA reHues
r ———y—— Fd T ———
D My3en MY 3EAM D reHuio reHuAmM
" I'd I d 4
A MYy 3€l MY 3EU A reHuA reHyes
r 4 Id ——
I My3E€eMm MY 3EAMM I FEeHueM reHUAMM
r 'd rd I d
P My3ee My3ERAX P rEHWM reHUAx

Notes: 1) All these nouns are masculine,
) They can be animate or inanimate.
3) The nom. sg. stem can end in:
-en, -ar/=-ak/, -oh, -ya/-oh/, -ua,
4) Only nouns with nom. sg. stem ending in -wui
have prep. sg. in -u4, e.g. onui ~ onmv {prep. sg.) "opium".
5) All others have prep. sg. in -{v)e, e.g.

capéﬁ capae barn

By 6ye buoy -
KOH B KoHBGE convoy

XOKKEM XOKKée ‘hockey

6) The distinguishing feature of mas, jot-stems is
that the gen. pl. is: -es/-és/.

Type 2
{with Havlfk's Law)

N BopoBé BOpoBbI

G Bopoﬁbﬁ 8OpO6LER
D 80poBbid BOPOBLAM
A BOpo6bA BopoBben
I BOPOGbHEM BOPOBBLAMU
P BOPOBLE BOPOGbAX

Notes: 1)} There are only six or seven nouns which follow

this pattern!

-2) The nom. sg. stem always ends in -en,

3) Be careful to distinguish between Type I nouns
with nom. sg. stem ending in -ei (without Havlik)
and Type 2 nouns (with Haviik).

4} As above, the distinguishing feature of mas. jot-stems
is that the gen., pl. is: -es/-€es/.
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HETERQCLITICS

/=AHWUH, -anuH/

N AHT MY AHUH aHrnuqéHe

G HMAMUAHMHA aHraM4aHd

D aHrAMUEHURY AHFAMYAHaM

A aHFAMUAHMRA aHrNMuaH

I aHFNMUSHUHOM aHFAMUAHAMM

P aHrAMYAHKHE aHrnMuidHax

Notes: 1) All these nouns ars mas, and animate.
2) -uH- is dropped in the plural.
3) Nom, pl. has the ending: -e,
4) Gen./acc. pl. has a zero ending.
5) These nouns denote: nationality

religion -
socilal class
town-of-birth.

060023
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"YOUNG' NOUNS

TeneHok - calf

N TeneHoK TendTa

G TeneHka TendT

D TEneHKy TenATam
A TeneHka TendT

I TENeHKOM TenATamum
P TenéHke TenATax

Notes: 1) All these nouns are animate and masculine.
2

) The plural has a neuter-look about it, but

A equals G because of animacy. -
Other examples: mepeGéHoK - mepeﬁﬁTa foal
' nopoceHOK - nopocaTa piglet
MenBemOHox y MensemaTa (sp. rule} bear cub
yTeHOK - YyTATa duckling
KMTaRUGHOK -~ kKMTanuiTa {sp. rule} little Chinese
pe6éHok - /pebBATta/ child (pl. "chaps™)

e

o
T
i
LT
W




John Dingley

Nominative
Genitive
Dative
Accusative
Instrumental

Prepositional

Nominative
Genitive
Dative
Accusative
Instrumental

Prepositional

Nom.
Gen.
Dat.
Acce.
Instr.

Prep.

Nem.
Gen.
Dat.
Ace.
Instr.

Prep.

FEMININE HARD STEM NOUNS

INANIMATE

singular

kdmnat - a
kdmnat - N
kdmnat - e
komnat - u
kdmnat - o

komnat - e
ANTMATE

singular
-4 e,
zenscin - a

- v

zenscin - y

- 5 ww

zenscin -~ e

- oww

zenscin - u

- g ww

zénscin - o]

- o, o

zenscin - e

KOMHATA
KOMHATH
KOMHaTe
kOMHaTy
KOMHaTOM

’
KOMHaTe

HEHUMHA
WE MU Hel
KE HUU HE
HEHIUHY
KEHLMHOM

HEHWMHE

06000

/3

plural
kdmnat - ¥
kdmnat - @

kdmnat

5

xdmnat

|
e

4 N
komnat - ami

’
komnat - ax

pilural

el A
Zenscln -
- e

zenscin -

O

vy o
zenscin - am
-y o,
zenscin - @
- v, .
zenscin - ami

- v

zenscin - ax

’
KOMHATH -
’
KOMHAT
’
KOMHAaTaMm
KdMHaTH
KéMHaTaMH

kdMHaTax

HE HWM HbE

KEHUMH

KEHIMHAM
Id

WEHWMH

HEHUM HaMK

WEHUMHAX
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Nominative
Genitive
Dative
Accusative
Instrumental

Prepositional

Nominative
Genitive
Dative
Accusative
Instrumental

Prepositional

Nom.
Gen.
Dat.
Acc.
Instr.

Prep.

Nom.

Dat.
Acc.
Instr.

Prep.

FEMININE SQFT STEM NOUNS

INANIMATE

singular

nedél! - a

, I3
nedel! - i

nedél! - e
nedéi! - u
nedél! - ej

Id
nedel! - e

ANIMATE

singular

rd
n'an' - a
[ -
ntan' - i

’r
n'an' - e

rd
n'an' - u

e a
n'an' - ej

rd
ntan' - e

HeAénA
Heaénu
Hepéne
Heaéno
Heaéneil

Heaéne

<o
»
Lo
<o
[y
-y

[

plural
nedél' - i
nedél' - ¢
nedél' - am
nedél!' - i
nedél' - ami
nedél' - ax
plural -
n'an' - i
n'an' - ¢
n'dn' - am

[ |

Id
n'an' - ax

Hepénn
Heaénb
HEAENAM
Heaénu
HeASNAMK

HeaénAX

’
HAHK
HAHL

’
HAHAM
HAHbL

¢
HAHAMA

7
HAHAX
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Notes:

Feminine Nouns in -WA

rd
apMuA
I
apMiuuK
r
apMuu
Id
apmMuio
’ v
apm1en

Id
apH1m

The stem is érm,ij-.

»
ApMHK
’ —
apMui
rd
apMUAM
rd
apMUK

'd
apMUAMK

.
SpMHAX

As expected the gen. pl. is zero, i.e. érmiij-g, ApMnit.

The dat. and prep. sg. are spelt with -um,

i.e. apmuu, phonetically Carm,i(j)il.
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FEM. NOUNS WITH STEMS ENDING IN VOWEL-JOT

’ '

N den hen
’ -t
G dewn hewn
7’ I
D pee hefm
Id -
A ten hekr
’ W I
T been heAMH
’ #
P dee penax
’ '
N CTaTynA CTaTyu
I £ ~
G CTaTYMH CTATYH
I rd
D cTaTtye CTATYAM
’ ’,
A CTATYW cTaTyu
’ - ’
I cTaTtyeu CTATYAMM
’ Id
F crTaTtye CTaTYAX
Hotes: 1. There are quite a lot of such nouns ending in -en.
2. There are a couple of such nouns eanding in -aa, -OA, YA.
3. There is one such noun ending in -wA.
L, There are no such nouns ending in -#AA, -en, -wA.
5. Nouns ending in -WA are a mere orthographic variation

of this pattern, having dat. & prep. sg. in -u
(rather than -e).

6. ®ea is to be analyzed: (stem) fej - a (ending).

7. The gen. pl., as expected, is zero: fej - @.
In Cyrillic this is: gden.




Jot-Stem Adjectives; a Wh-word; an Ordinal

2.1 o.

Here are some important hybrid declensions in Russian. They include the important wh- word
qell, ups, ubé, pl 4bH ‘whose’, the ordinal Tperuii, TpeTba, TpeThe, pl Tpetsn ‘third’, and
important relational adjectives like MmenBexwii “‘of a bear, bear-like’,, 3asuif “of a hare’,
pepOroxuii ‘of a camel’ and, indeed, Goxmil, 60xba, Goxbe, 6oxbu ‘God’s’.

The words bear a root mobile vowel and a root j. Their nom-acc forms are like nouns, or
possessive pronouns, while their other forms have soft adjective endings, as is normal after j.

The stems are: &-j—, tret-j—, medveZ-j— (= @/ii, Tper/if, MemBen/if) etc. Note that the root noun
undergoes substitutive softening before .

These words are very cool and anyone in Russian language should learn them and know how to
explain them. You will amaze your Russian friends who won’t know what the heck you are

talking about — they think the words are merely ‘irregular’. Get them to pronounce these words
for you, and then they will feel better.

Masc |Fem Neuter [Pl Masc Fem Neuter Pl
Nom el Ybi ype 9bH TpeTHHA TpeTbS | TPEThE TPETEH
Gen uLero  |ubeit 9REer0  [UBMX  |TpeThero  |Tperheil  |Tpernero | TpeThHX
Dat 9beMy  [UBEH 95eMy JYBEM  [TPETBEMY |TpeThell |TpeTheMy |TpPETBHM
Acc yel/ YBI0 qpe qbH/ TpetHit/  |TpeThelt |Tperne TPEThH/

9BEr0 9YbHX  |TPETBEro TPETBHX
Prep YbéM aheit IbEM YBHX TpeThéM  |TpeThell |TpeThéM  |TpeTbHX
Instr ypHM  |dBei 9LbHM  |9bHMHE |TPETBAM  |TpeThEH |TpPeTpHM |TPETEHMH
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THIRD DECLENSION

(feminine)
Nominative TETpénh Terpénn
Genitive TeTpéAH TETpégeﬁ
Dative TeTpénu TETpénnM
Accusative TeTpégb TeTpégM
Instrumental Terpagbio TeTpagamMn
Prepositional TeTpaau TeTpaanx
NWominative aABsepb ABEpM
Genitive . ABépu nBepéi
Dative Aaépn Aaepﬁm
Accusative ABepb nsépu
Instrumental ABEpLI ABEPAMM
Prepositional naépn ABEpAX

Animacy can be a factor, but only in the plural:

singular plural
N A ) A
’, » L4 ’ o
nowagb nowaas nowagu nowaaen
’ !
MbiWb MBIl b MbiLLI M Mulil e H
’ 7’
ceneab censphb cenbgm cenbgen

000034
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Nominative
Genitive
Dative
Accusative
Instrumental

Prepositional

Nominative
Genitive
Dative
Accusative
Instrumental

Prepositicnal

Nom.
Gen.
Dat.
Acc.
Instr. .

Prep.

Nom.
Gen.
Dat.
Acce.
Instr.

Prep.

NEUTER HARD STEM NOUNS

FEUTER SOFT STEM NOUNS

singular

s1ov -
sldv -
s1ldv -
s1ldv -

rd
slov -

sldv -

200035

singular

zdanij
zdani j
zddnij
zdani

zdani j

am

L .
zdanij - 1

cndeo
’
cndea
I d
cndey
,
cndeo
cndeom

’
cnose

apanuve
rd
303HMA
rd
34aHWI0
rd
andHue
apdHuem

3adHUM

plural
slov - &
slov - ﬁ

29

’
slov - anm

slov - a

slov

slov - ax

plural

zdanij -
zdanij -
zdanij -
zdénij -
zddnij -

zddnij -

cnoea
cnos
cnogam
rd
cnosa
CNoBaMM

cnoeax

303HUA
331
3A3HMAM
3ndHma
3A3HMAMM

3REHUAX

d

ami

ax
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Pt

Neuter Nouns of the Type WMMA

Nominative MMs “mera
Genitive UMEHK UMEH
Dative MMEHM NMEHAM
Accusative UMA uMeHa
Instrumental UMEHEM UMEHAMM
Prepositicnal UMEHM UMeHax
The words in this group are the following:

uma  Mname" 6péma  "burden'

BoiMA  "udder" 3HaAMa  "banner"

naama  "flame" nnéma  "trive"

spema  "time" cémn  "seed"

cTpéma  "stirrup" 1éma  "erown (of head)"

Notes: 1. gen. pl. of céMﬂ, CTpéMH are ceMﬁH, CTpeMﬁH.

2. 3HaMA in the pl. has penultimate stress, i.e.

3HaMeHa, 3HAMEH, 3HaMeHaM,

ete.

0Q0Lup-
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RUSSIAN FAMILY NAMES

-- os/es,es/ & uW --

M F Pl
rd ’ Vs
N MywxkuH MywxkKHa NywKuHel
I » - r
G NywKrHa NywxuHoM NywKkmHbIX
’ I - r
D MNywknRy [YWKWHOK MywKMHBIM
I , r
A NywkmHa MywKkuHy MywKrHBIX
’ Fd - rd
I My WKKMHLIM MywKknHOM MMy WK HbIMH
—_r——— -
P MywKmHe NyWKUHOM ﬂmeHHux
L4 14
N RepmoHTORB NépmoHToBA NlepMoHTOBLI
Id > - rd
G ﬂ%DMOHTOBa JlepMoOHTOBOM JlepMOHTOBLIX
’ - ’
D ﬂ%pMOHTOBy NlepMOHTOBOM NepmMoHTOBLIM
Id I d
A NepMoHTORA NepmoHTOBY NlepMoHTOBRIX
I rd - Id
I NepMoHTCBLIM NlepMoHTOBOH NepMOHTOBBIMM -
T ——— Id - Id
P NepmoHTOBE NlepmoHTOBOM NepmoHTOBLIX

000037
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MaTb
MaTepu
MATEPH
MaTe
MATEPLI
MATEDY

HH O

ChiH
CbTHa
CHIHY
china
CHHOM
cHHe

HHE D=

NOTES: 1.

2. AoMb
3. nﬁnﬁ

L, TerA

5. 646ywka goes like wéHumHa, but with Havlik,

MaThb
ACUb
cect
TeTa

636yuka grandmother

oTéy goes

goes

goes

goes

RELATIVE PARADIGMS

mother

daughter
p5 sister
/Terka aunt

MéTepm
MaTepéﬁ
MaTepﬁM
MaTepéﬁ
MaTepﬁMw
MaTepﬁx

»
CHIHOBBA
’\4
CHHOBELN (H)
—_—
CbIHOBb AM
L
CHIHOBEHM (")
—_—
CIHOB b AMK
I d
ChIHOBbAX

like cTyaéHT, but with Havlik.

oTéu father

CEIH  son
6paT
’
aAga

cecTpa
ceCTpé
ceCTpé
cecTpy
CECTpéﬁ
cecrpé

v B B = o v

6paT
6péTa
6péTy
EpdTa
6péT0M
GpaTe

HHEPEOO

brother
uncle

[
aea/neaywka

26

grandfather

cecTpu

cecTep (H)

cecTpam
cecTep (H)

Leciep
CecTpamMu

cecTpax

ﬁpéTbﬂ
GpéTbea
6paThAM
6patbes
6paThbaAMM
6p5Tbnx

like maTtb, but with instr. pl. [ovepbMA.

like HAHA, but with acc./gen. pl.

like Hﬁﬂﬂ, but with acc./gen. pi.
TETKA goes like weHwwHa, but with Havlik.

6. nen- goes like cTyaéwT.

uénymka goes like méHmnHa, but with Havlik.

000038
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TeTed.
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Underlying &

In later Old Russian, e not followed by a soft consonant was labialized to o. This is reflected in
the letter & in stressed position, but in unstressed position, ¢ and o became the same, as they are
reduced and, after a soft consonant, both are phonetically [i]. We can see the underlying o in
roots and in many declensional and conjugational suffixes, e.g. cecTpA, cectpbl; céctpsi,
cécTpam, xeHA, xeHbl; xkéupl, xénaM. We see that in these words the root vowel has become o,
but it is spelled e in the sg, where its pronunciation is reduced. But note cTeHA, cTenbl, crenV;
crEnml, cTEH, ctERawM; this word has underlying e, not o, in the root. To induce the root vowel,
we need to compare all the forms of the paradigm.

In nominal declension, note instr oxkaOmM, nOnem, cnosapéM. We can posit an underlying -om as
the instr masc/neuter ending, spelled e if under root stress after soft consonant, & if end-stressed
after a soft consonant, —o after a hard consonant: oxiO okHA oxaY oxkHOM oksE, nOne, nOns,
nOmo, nOnem, nOne, cnoBApE, cnosap?l, cosaplO, cnosapém, ciorapE.

In conjugation we note xuBY xuBémsb ¥uBéT, Eny, Eneurs, Ener; anrAr. unatAeins, aurAer,
nalQ, naémm, naét. These data suggest a single underlying vocalic 1st conj. ending, 2nd sg to 2nd
pl: o, with softening after paired consonants, and unstressed o becoming e (= phonetic 1). This
was first suggested by Jakobson in 1941 in his epochal article, “Russian Conjugation.”

The Spelling of Jot (pronounced [yot], spelled [jot])

Jot is the most important sound in Russian; it is an acute glide, like the semi-vowel in boy, yet. It
has two complementary spellings in Russian: i, the only letter in Russian with an obligatory
diacritic, and b, when preceding a soft vowel letter (otherwise, & = preceding consonant is
palatalized, e.g. aats. But that’s not all: when a soft vowel letter follows a vowel letter, a jot
intervenes, and at word-initial, 1, 10, &, ¢ =jot plus a, u, 0, e.

To hear the glidal quality of jot in Russian at word-final, ask a Russian to spell a word ending in
it, e.g. pycckmit. He will likely say: er, u, es, es, ke, i, i—j (not ‘u kparkoe’). Try it. He will be
emphasizing and drawing out the pronunciation.

Some examples:

TIECHS, IECHH, IIECHE ‘song’; no jots, anywhere; soft consonants only
CTaThs, CTAThH, CTATEIO ‘article’; jot after t’, before a: stat’j—a > crarsa
HM$, HMCHH, HMECHEM ‘name’; no jots; soft m, softn

Anrms jot after the i and before a is a jot: Anglij—a;




pPYCCKHH

COJIOBEH, COTOBLA
IO, NBEME;, IRET
J6T

YHTAIO

a0

JAITE

Bib it

CEMBA, CEMBH, CEMBIO, CEMBEH
MOpéM

Henens

crarei

ceMelt

APY36a
Ipy3ci
ZPY3bAM

ApY3bIX
APY3bAMH

NapKH
napkKam

napkax

COJIOBEH, CONMOBRA, COJIOBLER
1

MEHA

ero

et

478

-2.

this splits the letter s into j—a, where j belongs

to the root and a is the ending

# is jot

at the end, i, and between soft v’ and -a: solov’j—a
‘1 pour, you pour, he pours’ ; in every case, I’j—u, I'j}—o%...
*flight’; no jot!

‘I read’; jot between a and u

‘I give’; same as above

‘you shall give’; no jot

‘uncle’; no jot, two soft consonants, d’a-, d’a-
‘family’; jot right after the soft m, signalled by soft sign
‘ocean’, instr; no jot, softr

‘week’; three soft consonants

‘article’ gen pl; jot at the end

‘family’; gen pl; jot at the end

‘friends’ nom pl; soft 2°, jot, a: -z’j—a

z’—¢-] (jot at end)

soft z’, jot, a: z’j—am

soft z’, jot, a: z’j—ax

soft z’, jot, a: druz’j—am’i

no jot

no jot

no jot

solov’—e-j, solov’j—a, solov’j—ov

yes, j—a

no jot

yes, j—evo

yes, twice: j—e-j—o

yes, at end
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MOs yes, between o and a
MoOé& yes, beween o and o
MOH yes, between o and 1

Note that the last four examples presume an underlying analysis of stem moj—# [zero], fem
moj—a, neuter moj—o, pl moj-i.

The Mobile Vowel

The mobile vowel in vowel-zero alternations is {0}, morphophonemic o. It has a variant /e/

which occurs before jot, i, and soft paired consonants, unless the soft consonant is preceded by a
velar (k, g, x). Example of variant /e/: conosE#, cepaEn, aess.

Variant /o/ is spelled e or &, unless {k, g, x} precedes or follows the mobile vowel. If it precedes,
the vowel is always o; if it follows, the vowel is o unless a preceding soft consonant forces itto e
(underlying &).

We use the slash to mark the mobile vowel.

Examples:

BEC/HA, Béc/e/H ‘spring’; nom sg, gen pl; this is underlying &, in the mobile V
oB/é/c, oB/cA ‘oats’; nom sg, gen sg; mobile V in nom sg

sEr/e/p, BETp/a ‘wind’; nom sg, gen sg

6En/e/n, Genn/A ‘poor’; masc has mobile V, fem does not

yM/&/H, yMBA ‘intelligent’; masc, fem

or/O/us, ora/st ‘fire’; nom sg, gen sg; velar precedes, forcing o; mobile V in nom
oxH0, Ox/o/n ‘window’ velar precedes; mobile V in gen pl

10x/o/1b, nOK/14 ‘elbow’; velar precedes

10n/xa, 10n/o/x ‘boat’; velar follows

nAn/ka, nAn/o/k ‘stick’; velar follows
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KOH/&/K, KOHBb/KA ‘little horse, hobby’; velar follows, soft C precedes
rOp/e/x, rops/ xuit ‘bitter’; masc has soft C preceding; note the C is still soft
in full form
In monosyllabics we may have either o or e if there is no velar:
c/o/u, c¢/aa ‘dream’
p/o/T, p/ta ‘mouth’
B/0/1b, B/I0A ‘louse’ (insect)
n/€/c, n/ca ‘dog, cur’
Wé/n, ne/naa ‘ice’
p/o/ B, PIKH ‘rye’

There are complications when either consonant is a resonant (p 1 H M B) and certain common gen
pls will have to be memorized.

ceeT/pA, cect/E/p ‘sister’; nom sg, gen pl; fill vowel is stressed

m06/0/86, mob/sU ‘love’; irregular, for expected *m06/E/ss before soft C |

rOcts/a, rOct/n/it ‘guest’; in this and the following two examples, |
unstressed /e/ before j is spelled u, as is regular
in this position'

BockpecEnp/e, BockpecER/n/i ‘Sunday’; nom sg, gen pl

tpET/w/it, TpETH/eTO ‘third’; masc nom sg, masc/neuter gen sg

cemb/ S, cem/E/i ‘family’; gen pl fill V stressed, as is all pl

crate/H, crat/E/f ‘article’; as above; note that jot transforms from b 1o #

Bopob/e/it, Bopodb/ S ‘sparrow’; fill V in nom sg, all other forms zero

eBponeii/ka, ebponE/e/k ‘European woman’; fill V/e/ in gen pl only

nEcw/a, nEc/e/n ‘song’; unpredictable harding in gen pl

1. Cf. the eccentric spelling of prepositional e as u after stem u: B PoccHn, B koacepBapTOpHH, B
Anrmas. In both cases, this vowel is really an unstressed /e/.
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After hushers, stressed fill V is spelled o, while after soft consonants and unstressed V after
husher, we see &:

3Haw/O/K, 3HAW/KA ‘badge’
KoInen/é/k, KoImelnb/KA ‘purse’
xkula/ka, kalx/e/x ‘little book’

The mobile vowel may appear in some instr sg. zero-triggering endings, as in the irregular o6/
O/Bp nom-acc, mob/0/Beto instr, B/O/mb nom-acc, 8/tnH, 8/mEi, 8/O/msio instr sg. Both words
are very important to Russian vocabulary (the second is receding into history with the new
century). Very charming declension!

Exercises for Underlying &:

1. Look up the following words and find forms to document root &: sectH ‘lead’, meus ‘bake’,
rae3n0 ‘nest’, smeHA ‘wife’, crex/nO ‘glass’. In endings, cite forms to prove underlying &:
Anrnre#t ‘England’ instr sg, monctpWsxken ‘sheared’” masc short pass part, my3Eem ‘museum’ instr
sg, cnYimaems ‘listen’ 2nd sg pres.

Find the jots:

51 xmBy u paboraro B HoBoM Oprieanie. Moii Gpar paGoTtaer B KHHKHOM MAarasuee, 2 MOH
CBLIHOBBA €I YUaTCAd B KOHCEPBATOPHH. Sl BCIO KH3Hb 371ech *UBY. YTo BEI 00 3TOM nyMaere? 51
we He nepeeny B Kamudophuto, ATOOBI XKHTh ¢ APHOILAOM.

Predict the mobile V in the zero form:

1. 8BEt/pa, BE1/pom ‘wind’; give nom sg {masc)

2. xpAc/apii ‘red’; give masc short form

3. pEs/kwuif ‘sharp’; give masc short form

4, 10x/xa ‘boat’; give gen pl

5. oryp/ubl ‘cucumber’; give masc nom sg
6. 60xw/ero ‘of God’; give masc nom-acc sg

7. kOr/ta, kKOr/Tem. kKOr/TH  “talon’; give masc nom sg
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8. p/Ba, p/BoM ‘ditch’; give masc nom sg
9. xonbAc/xa ‘little sausage; give gen pl
10. kyc/xA, xyc/xOM, kyc/xH ‘piece’; give masc nom sg
11. kycOu/ka, KycOw/roM, KycOux/e ‘little piece’; give masc nom sg
12. conoss/H, conoBr/EB ‘nightingale’; give masc nom sg
13. xoct/pA, xoctp/OM, koct/pE ‘campfire’; give masc nom sg
14. MAMOY/ka, MAMOY/KOR, MAMOY/KY ‘dear mother’; give gen pl
15. yenoBEw/koM, genoBEqxe ‘little person’; give masc nom sg
16. oroHB/KA, 0roEE/KOM ‘little fire, spark’; give masc nom sg

Formation of the Genitive Phural

Having studied underlying &, the spelling of jot, and the transformations of the mobile vowel, we
can approach the most difficult case in Russian, indeed, the only problematic case form in
Russian.

Jakobson suggested the rule for gen pl is an alpha-switch rule: if the nom sg is real, then the gen
pl will be zero, and vice versa, if the nom sg is zero, then the gen pl will be real. Examples of the
first: xOmuara, kulra, sexFng > kOmuar, kuHr, seaEns;’ of the second, croun, mapk, goM >
cronOe, nApkos, noMOB. The zero ending in the nom sg is replaced by a real -oB in the gen pl,
and the real —a/— in the nom sg is replaced by zero in the gen pl. What is remarkable is that this
rule applies across declensional boundaries — but so do the rules for the other plural cases,
which are generalized for both 1st and 2nd declension nouns, masc, fem and neuter.

2. Soft 1 maintains its softness in all sorts of declensional and derivational forms, e.g. xomew/&/
K, Komenk/kA, xomenskOM ‘purse (nom sg, gen sg, instr sg) ufOns, nlOnsckuit ‘July; of July
(adj)’. Soft p is also persistent: oxtS6ps, oxSA0psckuit ‘October; of October’.
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A zero in either form may include a mobile vowel, which is emerges at the boundary of a
consonant cluster and zero: gen pl ox/O/H < ox/HO ‘window’, cryaent/o/k < crynent/xa ‘female
student’, or/O/un < or/mH, or/mém.

The real endings of the gen pl will be —os for hard stems, —eii for soft: cryaEat ‘male student” >
cryaEnTos, ctol ‘table’ > ctonOs, yaldtens ‘teacher’ > yuurenEi, n/e/us ‘day’ > n/sEi, nox
‘knife’ > moxE#, wink ‘beach’ > mwifhxeit. Hushers, as we see, also take the soft ending, but
stems in -# take the real gen pl ending oB, &s: My3eM > my3Ees ‘museum’, rEnmii > rExnues
‘genius’, Bopo6/E/ii > BopobB/ER ‘sparrow’, Mypas/E/it > Mypass/és ‘ant’. Stems ending in 1t will
take the hard ending: Mmonoa/E/n > monon/uOs, oryp/E/i; > orypuOs, although, as you have seen,
the mobile vowel before 1 is e, not o.

Fem 3rd declension nouns take the soft ending —eit which here also is a real ending: nous >
no4epE#i, xpeps > nsepE#, Mars > MarepEii. In some stems (which we reviewed above), eit will
be analyzed as /e/#, that is, the mobile vowel, stressed, before jot, in a zero ending. So we have:
crath/$1 > crate/E/ii, cemb/S], cemw/E/ii. The ending here, 1 repeat, is zero, which you can plainly
see by the stash with the mobile vowel. Yet other cases of eit may be treated as irregular real
ending for soft stems, in place of the expected zero: aflas > nSinei ‘uncles’, Térs ‘aunts’ >
TéTel; here there is no mobile vowel at all, merely a real soft ending. So also for the important
stems without a sg, AE™« > netEi ‘children’, alOmm, monEit, nfOnam, 1lOnsx ‘people’.

Neuter third declension nouns act as they should, with zeros: Ums, Umenn > umén, BpEms,
BPEMCHH, BPEMEH.

So, despite the sophistication of our analysis of zero, real, and mobile vowels, there remain stems
that confound the rules. Plurals in the original collective suffix -51 usually contain a mobile
vowel if animate and suffix-stressed, which appears in the gen pl: cent > crmons/$, comos/E/i,
apyr > apy3s/S1, npy3/E/it. Here the plural seems to be fully independent from the sg, and the fill
vowel appears as part of a zero. If the stress is on the stem (and/or the noun is inanimate), we
have a real ending: G6pAres ‘brothers’ OpATbeB, cTYnbs ‘chairs’, cTVimes,

Fem soft stems may have zero or real soft, e.g. 3em/nfl, 3em/nH > 3em/E/nb “earth, land’, with fill
vowel and persistent soft 11 (see note 1), nEc/us, nEc/un > nEc/e/n “song’, with fill vowel and
hardening, x¥Yx/B4, xYx/HH > k¥x/0/u5 ‘kitchem’, with fill vowel and retained softening.

You should try to learn these rules and, certainly, all of the words discussed here. Here is a chart
in summary. For each gen pl, note if it is regular or irregular, zero or real, and if it contains a
mobile vowel. Consider whether the gen pl reveals a reformed plural stem, as in Oze sg, but




