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INTROSPECTION

The qu%lltlwﬁ most doninent in my nature and

71gorously manifest enrly in 1ife, were o vesud ntion

the false in friends or materinl things end o demnnd
far the true inm both, which has been largely reﬂ1¥zeé
A confidence and trustful belief in people, not altoge-
her to be regretted, but which experience hns modified;
o spirit to seek other than well benten paths in pursuance
of an object; o love for the beautiful and artistic,
common to most women; impatience of phyS*cal restroint
n conventional dress, though never approving hoydenish
or monnish ways; o keen sense of humorous and an exhub-
a*ﬁ“c@ of spirit, common toc other members of my family,
but from the seriousness of my nature, 1ittle exercised;
virtues were inculented in enrly life "line uporn line"
ond “precept upon precept” ond Thoroughly engrafted.

ot
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T hove not accomplished 21l that I would like
to hove done or 28 much as I had planned to de, but hope
there has been some resulitant good to others and o
advanced cbjective for women. Detween its norrow con=
fines, the stream of my life has run deep ond swift;
from its placid smiling surface, none might guess how
deep the wnters, how strong the current or how danger-
ous the rapids have beer. My jovs have been heightened
and sorrows ﬂiﬁlg vted as I have siriven to aid others

nd 21l 1ife in consegquence has t“ken cr o greanter

ﬁ
depth of meaning. I an convinced that no woman ever
studies medicine or pursues the practice of it, but

who is called to h¢gher pUrposes.

There hns never been a moment in my 1life that
I hove regretted *he decision mnde so early in life, or
~ time when I huve not felt devoutly thankful for my

knowiedge of mediczne,

Sincerely,

07? A »’JI}//W,/ AQJM Jie. E
( 4

[

indera, California
august 1, 1832



LIFE'S STORY

tTis many 2 mile, many & smile and many & sadness
too, since as a happy carefree child I grew to yaﬂn% woman-
hood and in the words of that old song, I can say, Now %s
grave and reverend Seniors, look we der +the verdent past

IOWA

I was born on a fa M.ln Iowa, my parents
come there in the late fifties from New Jersey. I
brothegzs, who, together with mysel were the cbje

Dareful bringing up, and as the orl“ girl, I suspect I m&)
have developed an ego.
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time there came to our town to lecture,
ian, Dr. Anna Longshore Potts, of a pro-
minent family in Philadelphia. I attended her lectures with
mv mother, resolved to meet her ideals, and she no doubt, in-
fiuenﬂad my later 1life. At no time in after life did I real-
2 gravity of my professional “%*@w” or feel the res-
ity which must be the part of every physician as

About this
a noted woman physic
i

[

There were two doctors in the office of our family
sician, all of whom gave me much encouragement in taking
the ine and in preparation I commenced the

S
dy of Anatomy, Physiology and Materia Medica, reciting
ilye. For my flT%t term I cntered the Medical Department

Towa City, a no-educational institution, with one hundred
students, rwzntv men and ten women. The studies were hard,
sttendance at lectures all dav obligatory and the professors
sparad us not, seemingly to teost our enduranse or to dis-
courage us in t%e study. The ordeal was especially trying
for me as I was not accustomed to hearing d@ilﬁat@ supjects
discussed before uo*? sexes. My mother visited me and I
took her to all the classes, cliniss and dissecting Fooms.
Instead of being shocked and sympathetic, she was onthusins-
tin over my opporturnities and said she would like nothing
better than to have had wmy ~hance.

I did fairly we. . my studies and made
Sion on nw P ; ~»rs, who probably thought
WO 10 11 it. The Senior class
nsked me to be one of the ors at their graduation. Though
this was somewhat of a menianl positioch, I was guick to accept
it, as in this case, o mixed school, the invitation to do so
was an honor and fostered the spirit of comraderie. After
the gradustion exercises, I attended a theater party with

cne of the rnewly fledged doctor

ot
e

helped greatly during the trying experiences
ﬁar who had preceded me the year previous,
aunworth, who both gr aiuate from that insti-

I was
here by two sis
Anns and Frma Br

ion, one hcw'yraﬁticing in Chicago, the other in Muscatine,
owa. There are some advantages to be had in attending a
mixed school of medicine, but in my casc I do not see where
it could have been a benefit or helpcd me in private practice.
There are facilities to be had and freedom of acticn in a medi-
cal scheol for women alone which in a mixed scheol one cannot
have or feel free to accept.

For my sccond year I chose to enter the Women's Medi-
ezl College of Chicago, now the Northwestern University. I was
much happier there with one hundred women students. Dr. Wm.

Byford was president and all the faculty were men except two,

Dr. Sara Hockett Stevenson and Dr. ¥arie Mergler; both of whom

-lm



were examples of fine and successful women doctors. I

became prosector for the class of Anatomy, & very helpful ex-
perience, with Dr. Fannie Dickenson, now a well known physi-
cian of Chicago. I graduated in 1881 with = class of nineteen.
My decision to become a physician e¢ncouraged and influenced
two of my school girl-friends at Wilton, both of whom entered
the Vomen's Medical College with me and graduated from ite

They were Dr. Mary Hollister, ccculist, Chicago, deceased, and
Alice Auten Pine of St. Paul, Minnesota. After graduation, I
ontered the Southside Presbyterian Hospital as resident physi-
cian. After being there e time I went home for a vacation
where I found one of my sister-in-laws ill and extended my stay
on that account, finally settling where she lived in Hebraskn.

NEBRASKA

Two of my brothers and their families were so well
Ynown in Dorchester where they lived, that I soon found I
sould obtain a good practice. I rented an office and started
out in earnest, I joined the Nebraska State Hedical Society
and was the Pirst woman to have membership in it. I attended
my first comvention in Hastings. TUpon reaching the door of the
convention, I was awed by the large number of men present and
turned away to gather courage to go in, but was ncticed by the
secrotary who had received my application and was expecting me.
He sent a messengor and I was escorted to a seat beside the
President. I soon fclt at ease with them. The next year at
Omoha, I was clected First Vieco-President of the State Medical
Society and occupied the chair on several cccasionse.

I read my journals assiduously, contributing cccas-
jonal articles, the title of one in particular I remember, "lare
of the Perineum in Labor"™, which Issuspect has beoen tho subject
of more conbributions to medical journals than any other subjecte.
T was much in carmost, hoping to give my patients the best and
letest to be had in the field of medicinc and econscientiously
devoted myself to my cases. I met with oppesition from resident
doctors, more than if I had been a man I suspect, and could
"boat tem up", though I succeeded without that. One ineident
in one of my earliest obstetric cases, I will relate. A child
wes born without a thumb on onc hande tories of uncertain
source came to my ears that I somchow had been responsible for
the sbsence of that thumb. Several years later it was o satis-
foction to me to refuse to fimancially help the doctor respons-
ible for this tale to leave town whon he had come to ask me to
do so. I also justificd myself by thinking he might say I paid
him to go.

One doctor therc wns though, who did n
but who helped me on every occasiom. IT was a young doctor who
had come to town for the same reasons I had, rel s
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