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Elder, Katharine Lucinda Wilson, 1891 -1989, Collection 

Katharine Lucinda Wilson, 1891 - 1989. 

Collection, c. 1917 - 1919. 


3.10 cubic ft. 

Location: NCCRW: NAB-014-018, NAF-00l-002; SCR-2; OV-l. 
Accession number: 89-0231 

SOURCE OF 
Donation of sons, Thomas Elder of New Orleans and James Box Plain ~",",",..."" LA 

71064. 

RESTRICTIONS: 
None. 

ORGANIZATION AND ARRANGEMENT: 
This material is organized into eight series: L Artwork; II. Calendar; III. Examinations; IV. Fabric 
V. Memorabilia; VI. Photographs; VII. VIII. Scrapbook. 

NOTES: 
Several pieces of lace, two watercolor and linens are displayed in an exhibit 

(1989 -). The remainder of pouery is packed in foam peanuts and bubble sheets. Entire inventory must 
be rechecked when display is dismantled. 

FINDING AIDS: 
Inventory, with complete descriptions of the series, is available in the 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: 
Elder studied Domestic Science at Newcomb and with the Class of 1918. After 

graduation, she was hired by Dominican College to head first Domestic Science program. She married 
in adopted two sons, and lived for many years in Crowley, Louisiana. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT: 
The collection of Katharine Lucinda Wilson Elder the years ca. 1917-1919. Included are two 

boxes of some of which was handmade by Elder, for and clothing, patterns, 
sketches, a rug, a doll, a of embroidery, art supplies, a 1918 calendar, several exams from her 
domestic science courses, and several of china hand painted by Elder while a Newcomb student. 
Several photographs have been to the photographic collection. Elder's scrapbook details her life 
as a Newcomb student in domestic science, with snapshots of friends frolicking on the beach and 011 

campus, and at a Day celebration. It also contains invitations, letters, comments 011 dormitory rules, 
as well as lists of costs and amount of time that she and other students on projects. 

Elder's collection of material from her time as a Newcomb student uS a rare glimpse of 
student life. The informality of the photographs and the momentos she are a different picture 
than the one seen the formal files of Newcomb College. Her involvement the domestic 
science program and the resulting materials tell us not only of the of work she was capable of 

but also of the quality of the program. As a record of the an talented Southern 
woman, it is unfortunate that there is nothing from her later however, since the collection contains 

that she chose to the lack of later materials is also informative of Elder's life. 



Elder, Katharine Lucinda Wilson, 1891 .1989, Collection 

Series: 

1. 
II. Calender of New Orleans (1918); 

III. Examinations; 
IV. Fabric 
V. 

VI. Photographs; 
VII. Pottery; 

VIII. Scrapbook. 



Elder, Katharine Lucinda Wilson, 1891 -1989, Collection 

Series description: 

I. Artwork: designs, patterns, & sketches made during studies at Newcomb College, including 
studies of clothing, hats, embroidery designs, watercolor sketches; 

II. Calendar of New Orleans (1918), designed by Anne MacK. Robertson;(tl' 11 
III. Examinations; 
IV. Fabric items: Rug (probably not hand-made), embroidery (table runner decorated with orange 

flowers), doll (handmade of fabric); table linens (edged linen napkins, placemats, doilies), lace (some 
handmade by Elder); 

V. Memorabilia: 2 boxes china paints, rughook, photograph frame, tatting hooks; 
VI. Photographs: five photographs (three different images), 89PAOO2. 

VII. Pottery: matching plate and fluted edged candy bow], decorated with pink roses on a green 
background; five piece matching dressing set (footed powder container with lid, footed hair receptacle with 
lid, rectangular pin tray, small plate, footed rectangular comb and brush tray) decorated with a pale blue 
border around a blue flower border within gold lines, and blue bouquets; matching chocolate pot and four 
cups, decorated with blue and gold flowered borders and a gold design; salad plate with oranges. 

VIII . Scrapbook: includes 110 photographs reflecting daily student life, also cataloged as 89PA002. 



Elder, Katharine Lucinda Wilson, 1891 -1989, Collection 

Box list: 


NAB-OI4 Mementos; 

NAB-OIS Artwork, examinations; 

NAB-OI6 Rug, embroidery, doll; 

NAB-017 Lace; 

NAB-OI8 Lace; 

NAF-OOl & NAF-002 Pottery; 

OV-I Calendar; 

SCR-2 Scrapbook; 

Photographic archives: 89PA002. 




Elder, Katharine Lucinda ' j son 
NAB 0 4-01 , 2 boxes of pottery, a Id 'AF 001: Addition toottcry 

NAB 014, Box 1 of 7 
small swinging picture fra me 
rug needle: in original Set s, ~oe u "-, & Co, box 
corsag and dried f1 wer 
small u es of paint and art knife in iarsb3.l1 Fie . ' candy box 
small round b l et we ve mat 

larger ) x of art S. U. r lie : 
4 smaller boxes-

Slee ers ~rucib l e , Roma:1 Coho .:,( , ··o:1L.tins f0und g:3S ).'11':: wi~ bro\ n 
paint 

H:uburg's Pla . ~ P ,oen;" ... , om",n Go.d bo>. , e('nt~n' ~l:ure: ?ss j:',.l:c :lh 
brown r aint 

Shneietr s Rll y C'lina Co ors, conraiJ5 6 sm~· \.or~ed gl~" iL!'Jes 0 

p w -ered (,01,)[ 

D.M. Compana An \ parl)' box, c..:so t;. q [~! S 6 sp-al: 'urke : ghss lubes of 
powered color 

small glass b tt.les
cyli:ldrical cor ~cc ~ um bo:lle 

s uare cOll(ed i.nk I~ .i.it 

cylin ri -11 botLc \l, 'Ut r ,etal ,Ge.'" on ' :! p 

sma:; er ro't\'n t::'jS~ s ('p;:.cr~J DJJ .: ;:. 


s. all watt~·rco or . ictue of G~o.ge W~. '1: -, glen 

thick pink COf . ,:0. _rus 

3 Lhin woode .,~\:k$ 


1 black marking pencil 

3 SITh.'t ll paim ru hes 

2 small art kn ives 

pi ce of squ '" ti le 

pres e gol,'en metal case contaiL ir.g P I C' metal cr _(: h~t r, ~edle _('.) 


1 white ercher nee.dle 


http:iarsb3.l1


NAB 015, Box 2 of 7 
doll: long end.J.b e , f apper like appeara e wiL'1 red r \\ n s es 
ernb oidered tapesrry : fling d, vvi th . ' en, b ue, ye .) . e floral P[;.tt '- -~"-e ·,,·'::omb St J of 

A pr al 

NAB 016, Box 3 f 7 
various sketc es and par ers 

NAB 0-7; ox 4 of 7 
40-5 scr3 . S ane. 'eng S 0 0 

NAB 013) Box 5 of 1 
10 "eces D~- '- ld ace ar~d trim. 
3 SC:U1I\ .. linen napkins 
2 n.al round Ih'n C);r_S 
3 mt'diu rQU d 1" 'til cuilie s 
1 rr';d·· lze r u d i:len dl)" y 
2 l ~ ge IOLOd : o-:-r doili..; ;; 



Box 6 of 7, Pott ry 
Linen ta Ie mat: rec tangu ar with brown, olive, 0 unge e.ni:: aide -" in t1 rill ctsi;n 
Linen and lace p 'eces: 

2 s 'are nap.dns 

4 small foun dills 

3 medium round d ilies 

2 larg round doilies 

1 arger OUI tolly 

1 large oval doily 


6 small c ,oco ate cups ""1th ha r c ~, : ,f -\.\ .ite \I,ith lig:.t blJe U:1J :~ {I1c :d~ ill';, p....inred :~ ori:J 

,md le::.ves desi~n 
6 mat hing sau"ers 
matching chocol.1 te pile. erl.... o· I,ri th to? 

small c it ular ' sh/bo 1: light b .. e: ~: :lZe v' it3 [oid ed _';j g ::.nd rilir :cd CC:~~;:':lr.J llj\l- 1 at 
dipned pan f cdg~ 

Box 7 of 7, ott .v 
1 square line r.3." in 

2 large r und Enen doil' cS 

4 lengths (f andmacie ia e, all C!_;ere :1t p.:<..:ern" 
small roun platt : w li~e , goj.-' I"cgi I" a~i.l ,,'-Lo< ~1 ':'::2. 1 ~ ' t":il§'1 

small ro 'nd 1 e, of.-' 'hi', , ii,:L' r t:Je )c ~,r , blt:e e'" ;:ng .iJ'.:! ,:- ' ;e f..,::-:li " :cn 
small ounde )(}W'-:.; si a: d 1.5h: lit,'-a ~',~ t,{j'!f, f-', ':' ·','"..:r.:~ .i~ · ,~r:g :~~·JI,J. ce~i2n 

2 round l' ~ t t-luc t: J'~ :-3C'h v. :·h tI .... ~ '; J,>ri ,'. :: 

teps : 1L.e bOldC';, ft.ld ::t.:;:e"I;~. L eI'':- !~i ~ , j 1~ ::: !711. 


un" h", p r ',S OL;"\... C rot"r hL:~ 


NAF O{) l 
Additio li - · . otte v 
1 rectangu 3I p atre;: w . e WiLl :;, ~ b.ue "~1d :cll .:~' 'T( g 1Jd bl ' " i<L. te r .,ral ..CSl gTI 

1 roun ' at- : ;:( 1 1 ~no. o,·~'- v. i. irc I :m wi 1- ;"')i' tIt~ ·': ces:~n 



NEWCOMB COLLEGE 
CENTER FOR RESEARCH 
ON WOMEN 

TO: Jean Wilkinson 
Alumni Development and Information Service 

FROM: Beth Willing~~~ 
RE: Gifts-In-Kind 

DATE: March 8, 1989 

James Elder and S. Thomas Elder have donated to the Newcomb College Center for 
Research on Women several items belonging to their mother Katherine Wilson 
Elder N'18. These items include: 

1 Scrapbook (1917-1919), of Kate Wilson Elder N'18 


1 Photograph in frame 


Vanity Set consisting of 


1 Powder container with top 


1 Hair receptacle with top 


1 Pin Tray 


1 small plate 


1 Comb & Brush tray 


6 Cups and Saucers with matching chocolate pot with top 

1 Small plate 

1 Larger plate with apples 

1 Candy bowl 

Sally Spinola Newcomb Art School curator, estimates the value of the ceramic 

pieces to be approximately $7,800-8,800. 


The gift has been acknowledged by the Center. 


NEWCOMB 

Tulane University • New Orleans. Louisiana 70118·5683 Telephone (504) 865·5238 



The following is a statement made by Dr. S. Thomas Elder, at the 
funeral of his mother, KATHARINE LUCINDA WILSON ELDER, on 15 
July 1989 in Crowley , Louisiana. 

According to most avai 1abl e records, KATHARINE LUCINDA WILSON 
ELDER was born October 2, 1891. She was educated at Sophie 
Newcomb College; and , on May 20 , 1926 married James Harrelison 
Elder. They had two sons : James Harrelison Elder, Jr ., born 
April 9, 1932 and adopted April 9, 1935 ; and myself , born June 
11, 1929 and adopted December 15, 1936. There are five 
grandchildren, two of whom were adopted . To date, there are six 
great grandchildren, several of whom are present here this 
morning . 

KATHARINE LUCINDA WILSON ELDER died July 12,1989. In addition 
to leaving behind her sons, grandchildren, great grandchildren , 
cousins, nieces and nephews, friends, and former students; she 
left behind a statement, a legacy, written not with pen and ink 
but in deeds . Her forum was not the printed page, the debating 
podium , or the conference table ; it was the world-at - large--
the home economics classroom, her pew in church, the vegetable 
garden, the flower bed, the sidewalk, the sewing room , and the 
kitchen. Her tools were not pen and paper; they were the fine 
strokes of a brush early in life , at times the trowel and hoe, 
and in her later years , a tating spindle and a ball of string. 
I will not attempt to recite her statement in its entirety to 
you here because it is too long ; it is 97 years in 1ength. 
There are , however, some precepts, which appear in it over and 
over again; and I mus t mention them because they stand out in 
such bold print. Translating from h e r deeds into words, I 
quote: 

There is no substitute for excellence. Everything must 
be done well; and, if you say you have not the ability to do it 
well, then you need to improve your ability . 

There is no abustitute for hard work. Whether you labor 
with a tiny brush or a back-breaking hoe , hard work is good for 
the hands and it is good for the soul. 

There is no abustitute for honor, integrity , honesty, 
valor, and fair-play. If you have these qualities, you will 
always have the respect of the people around you. 

There is no substitute for individual freedom ,liberty , 
digni ty, and responsibi I i ty under God and under the fl ag of 
these United states . 



In the presence of your fellow man, stand straight and 
tall ; and when required to do so, defend your ground. In the 
presence of God, bow your head , close your eyes, clasp you 
hands , and fallon your knees in silence , reverence, and awe. 

No life is complete without some regard for beauty. 
Careful attention should be paid to art and its characterists 
such as color, form, pattern, design, and perspective , for they 
are manifestations of Godls glory . 

And perhaps the most frequently appearing statement in 
the lengthy unwritten legacy she left was : There is no 
substitute for an unyielding faith in the Almighty God. 

KATHARINE LUCINDA WILSON ELDER came into this world an infant , 
and she left a gallant lady. 

The Lord giveth and we are grateful; and in due time, the Lord 
taketh away and we are saddened, lonely , and confused. 
Nevertheless, blessed by the name of the Lord. 



PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE 

The Newcomb College Center for Research on Women is pleased 

to have received a varied collection of ceramic pieces that 

re present an i mpor t ant part of the history of Newcomb College and 

a way of life almost unknown today. The collection consists of 

the work of Kate Wilson Elder , Newcomb Class of 1918 and a 

l ongt ime resident of Crowley, Louis iana. Mrs. El der was a domestic 

science major a t Newcomb and as such, she designed and painted 

ceramic pieces that she later us ed in her home. In a delicate hand , 

Mrs. Elder decorated t he cups, saucers, trays, and pots with 

apples, f lowers, and geometric s ha pes in browns , golds, l ight 

greens and bl ues . On many of the pieces, she painted her tiny 

handwritten signature. One piece is inscribed "to Mother and 

Father from Kate." These pieces are now apraised as skil l ful 

works of art worth thousands of dolla rs. 

Other Newcom b domestic science maj ors n the early par t of the 

t wentieth century were also t aught to design their own china, to weave 

and embroider their own table cloths and table mats. Although 

the domestic arts and sciences were discontinued at Newcomb in 

the early 1930s, girls of a n ea rly period were l.ustructed on the 

i mportance of both the practica l and t heoretic 1 aspects of art . 

The record of su h an education is also documented in another donation 

which is the work of Mrs. Elder's -- her scrapbook from 191 7 and 

1918 . In this carefully preserved album are the receipts f or the 



PRESS RELEASE 
Page 2 

purchase of material; notes about classwork, about hours spent in 

each project, about the specific cost involved in each project; 

lists of coursework in such classes as costume and lingerie 

design; and newspaper clippings about exhibits of clothes and hats 

made by Newcomb students. When Mrs. Elder graduated from 

Newcomb, she was hired by Dominican College to head its first 

domestic science department. Her scrapbook ends by providing 

information on the cost to start this program: receipts indicate 

her purchase of all the items needed for a cooking class -- from 

glass measuring cups, rollings pins, and egg beaters to tables 

and chairs. 

The donation of Mrs. Elder's work to the Newcomb College 

Center for Research on Women is an important addition to the 

Center's efforts to document the education of women in the early 

part of the twentieth century. Her skills and her record of her 

years perfecting these skills at Newcomb will be of great 

interest to scholars investigating the lives of southern women. 



PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE 


The Newcomb College Center for Research on Women, Tulane University is 
pleased to announce exhibit of a collection of embroidery, 
lace, and by the late Katherine Wilson a resident for many years of 
Crowley, Louisiana. 

The displayed donated by the are from a 
within the Newcomb A prominent from the collection 

and will be on display through August, 1990. collection is one 
which documents the domestic arts at Newcomb in the early part of the 

other applied arts students the period, Elder designed and V4UAa,",u 

and wove and embroidered table cloths linen. 
especially brought much exhibit. On cups, saucers, plates 
and pitchers, painted and geometric in browns, golds, light 
greens and blues. On many of the she painted tiny handwritten signature, 
initials, or a such as "to Mother and Father from " 

:v1rs. called attention to the type education many women 
students past Although the domestic arts and sciences were 
discontinued at Newcomb in the 1930s, period were 
on the both the of art. of 
such an education is documented in another within the Newcomb College 

for Research on Women, the scrapbook of Mrs. Elder. Social historians have 
delighted in this album which is complete with receipts for the purchase of material; 
notes about classwork, hours about the cost 
involved project; of coursework in such classes as costume and 

and newspaper clippings about exhibits of clothes and hats made by Newcomb 
students. Wnen Mrs. Elder graduated from Newcomb, she was hired by Dominican 

to head scrapbook ends by providing 
information on the cost to start this program; indicate of all the 

for a class -- from measuring cups, rolling pins and 
beaters to tables and chairs. 

s skill her of skills will be of 
the area. more information, call the Newcomb College 
on women, 504-865-5238. 
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