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Name: Jonathan Bruce Pritchett

Current Position: Associate Professor, Tulane University

Business Address: Department of Economics
Tulane University
New Orleans, LA 70118

Telephone (Office): (504) 862-8359
(Department): (504) 865-5321
(Fax): (504) 865-5869

e-mail: jprit@tulane.edu

Marital Status: Married with 2 children

Citizenship: U.S.A.

Education

University of Chicago, Ph.D. (economics) 1986

University of Chicago, M.A.  (economics) 1979

University of Florida, B.S.  (economics) (high honors) 1977

Teaching and Research Areas

American Economic History, Public Finance, & Industrial Organization

Professional Background

Jan. 1992 - present: Associate Professor, Tulane University
Jan. 1991 - May 1991: Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Texas at Austin
Aug. 1985 - Dec. 1991: Assistant Professor, Tulane University
Jan. 1985 - July 1985: Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Michigan
Sep. 1984 - Dec. 1984: Instructor, University of Chicago
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Publications

Journal Articles:
Jonathan B. Pritchett and Myeong-Su Yun, “The In-hospital Mortality Rates of Slaves and

Freemen:  Evidence from Touro Infirmary, New Orleans, Louisiana, 1855-1860,”
Explorations in Economic History 46 (April 2009), pp. 241-252.

Kevin Lander and Jonathan Pritchett, “When to Care:  The Economic Rationale of Slavery
Health Care Provision,” Social Science History, 33 (Summer 2009), pp. 155-182.

Jonathan B. Pritchett, “Quantitative Estimates of the United States Interregional Slave Trade,
1820-1860,” Journal of Economic History, 61 (June 2001), pp. 467-475.

Jonathan B. Pritchett, “The Interregional Slave Trade and the Selection of Slaves for the New
Orleans Market,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 28 (Summer, 1997), pp. 57-85.

¤nsan Tunal2 and Jonathan B. Pritchett, “Cox Regression with Alternative Concepts of Waiting 
Time:  The New Orleans Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1853,” Journal of Applied
Econometrics, 12 (Jan.–Feb., 1997), pp. 1-25. 

Jonathan B. Pritchett and ¤nsan Tunal2, “Strangers' Disease:  Determinants of Yellow Fever 
Mortality During the New Orleans Epidemic of 1853,” Explorations in Economic
History, 32 (October, 1995), pp. 517-539.

Jonathan B. Pritchett and Richard M. Chamberlain, “Selection in the Market for Slaves:  New 
Orleans, 1830-1860,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 108 (May, 1993), pp. 461-473.

Jonathan B. Pritchett and Herman Freudenberger, “A Peculiar Sample:  The Selection of Slaves 
for the New Orleans Market,” Journal of Economic History, 52 (March, 1992), pp. 109-
127.

J. Ernest Tanner and Jonathan B. Pritchett, “The Effect of Trading Halts on Excess Returns 
During Periods of System Overload,” Review of Financial Economics, 1 (Spring, 1992),
pp. 1-16.

Herman Freudenberger and Jonathan B. Pritchett, “The Domestic United States Slave Trade:  
New Evidence,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 21 (Winter, 1991), pp. 447-477.

Jonathan B. Pritchett, “The Burden of Negro Schooling:  Tax Incidence and Racial
Redistribution in Postbellum North Carolina,” Journal of Economic History, 49
(December, 1989), pp. 966-973.
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Journal Articles (continued)
 J. Ernest Tanner and Jonathan B. Pritchett, “The Pricing of Market-Maker Services under Siege: 

NASDAQ vs. NYSE on Black Monday,” Investing (formerly Investment Management
Review), 3 (Summer, 1989), pp. 28-36.  Reprinted in The Nasdaq Handbook, 2nd edition
(Chicago:  Probus Publishing Company, 1992).

Jonathan B. Pritchett, “The Term of Occupancy of Southern Farmers in the First Decades of the 
Twentieth Century,” Historical Methods, 20 (Summer, 1987), pp. 107-112.

Jonathan B. Pritchett, “North Carolina's Public Schools:  Growth and Local Taxation,” Social 
Science History, 9 (Fall, 1985), pp. 277-291.

Larry E. Huckins, Jonathan B. Pritchett and George S. Tolley, “Urban Infrastructure and
 Equilibrium Debt,” Urban Affairs Papers, 3 (Spring, 1981), pp. 43-50.

Forthcoming or under review:
Charles Calomiris and Jonathan Pritchett, “Preserving Slave Families for Profit: Traders’

Incentives and Pricing in the New Orleans Slave Market,” Journal of Economic History
69 (December 2009), pp. 986-1011.  Also NBER working paper 14281.

Jonathan B. Pritchett and Myeong-Su Yun, “A Safety Net for Slaves?  Public hospital care for
slaves in New Orleans, 1855-1860,” Tulane University, pp. 1-30.

Reviews:
Jonathan Pritchett, "Review of Robert H. Gudmestad A Troublesome Commerce:  

TheTransformation of the Interstate Slave Trade" Economic History Services, Jul 9,
2004, URL : http://www.eh.net/bookreviews/library/0806.shtml 

Jonathan B. Pritchett, "Review of Jonathan D. Martin Divided Mastery: Slave Hiring in the 
American South" Economic History Services, Sep 6, 2006, URL :
http://eh.net/bookreviews/library/1115.shtml 

Jonathan B. Pritchett, "Review of Stanley L. Engerman (editor) Terms of Labor: Slavery, 
Serfdom, and Free Labor" Economic History Services, Sept 10, 2001, URL :
http://www.eh.net/bookreviews/library/0400.shtml

Jonathan B. Pritchett, Broke by the War:  Letters of a Slave Trader, edited by Edmund L. Drago, 
Journal of Economic History, (December, 1992), pp. 961-962.

Jonathan B. Pritchett, Speculators and Slaves:  Masters, Traders and Slaves in the Old South, by 
Michael Tadman, Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 23 (Summer, 1992), pp. 201-203.
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Jonathan B. Pritchett, “The Racial Division of Education Expenditures in the South, 1910,” 
Journal of Economic History, 47 (June, 1987), pp. 491-493.

Honors and Awards
Tulane University Honors Professor of the Year, 2007.
Graduate with High Honors, University of Florida, 1977.
Pew Fellowship, University of Chicago, 1982 & 1984.
Finalist, Nivens Award (Best dissertation in American Economic History), 1986.
Tulane Committee on Research grant, 1988.
Sigma Chi Fraternity teaching award, 2007.

Professionally Related Service
Referee for American Economic Review, Journal of Economic History, Explorations in

Economic History, Social Science History, Journal of Law and Economics, Industrial and Labor
Relations Review, Southern Economic Journal, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Journal of
Applied Econometrics, National Science Foundation, Agricultural History, Historical Methods,
and Regional Studies.

Committee Membership at Tulane

Ph.D. Dissertation Committees:

Shalini Bagga, “Estimating Hospital Efficiency,” (2006), reader.
Tao Chen, “Three Essays on Rural Labor Migration,” (2006), reader.
Xia (Echo) Chen, “Planned Obsolescence on the Quality Choice of Durable Goods,” (in

progress), reader 
Xudong (Tony) Chen, “Three Essays on Acid Rain Control Games between China and Japan,”

(2006), reader
Praveen Dhankhar, “Threat of Malpractice Lawsuit, Physician Behavior and Health Outcomes,”

(2005), reader
Luc P. Noiset, “The Fiscal Dimension of Capital Mobility in a Federal Government,” (1991), 

reader.
Pamela Hooper Moomau, “The Effects of Inflation on State and Local Fiscal Structures,” (1989),

reader.
Apollinarie Ndomkwigira, “Effect of Tax Incentives on Investment in Technological 

Innovation,” (1989), reader.
Gordon A. Leitch, “Profitability and the Evaluation of Economic Forecasts,” (1988), reader.
Charles Wagoner, “Local Sales Tax Competition,” (1993), reader.
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Undergraduate Honors Theses:

Kevin Lander, “Economic History of Health Care for Slaves,” (2007), director
Aaron Rubens, “NOLA Hurricane Fund,” (2007), director 
Alexander James Gill, “Austrian Business Cycles,” (2006), director.
Matthew Marks, “The GUN Statistic in the MLB Pitcher's Market,” (2004), director
Drew Baldwin, “Consolidation and Market Concentration in the Health-Care Industry,” (1997),

director.
Richard Chamberlain, “Adverse Selection in the New Orleans Slave Trade,” (1989), director.
Christopher T. Brown, “Fertility, Bequests and Economic Behavior in a Nineteenth Century 

Iowa County,” (1987), director.

University Service:
Student Affairs Committee for the Senate, 2001-2006 (Chair, 2003-2006)
University Senator, 2003-2006
LAS Promotions & Tenure Committee, 2002
Newcomb Honor Board, 1988 - 1991
Student Academic Judiciary Committee, 1991-1993 (Chair, 1993), 1995-1998
Truman Scholarship Selection Committee, 1990, 1997
Social Policy and Practice Planning Committee, 2005
LAS Committee on Newcomb College, 1996-1999
Newcomb Fellow
Senate Committee on Libraries, 2006-present.  

Department/Faculty Service:
Chair, Department of Economics, 2002-2005
Director of Undergraduate Studies, 1992-1998, 2001-2002, 2006-present
Faculty Advisor, Omicron Delta Epsilon, 1997-present
Mentor, Summer Scholar Program, 1990
Computer Liaison, 1989 - 1993
Department Facilitator, Y2K problem
Freshman Advisor for the Department of Economics, 2001-2002
Chair, Department of Economics Statistics Requirement Committee, 2008


