MAINTAINING TOPIC

Here are four strategies for maintaining topic in a paragraph:

· Same subject strategy

· Topic hand-off strategy

· Preview and shift strategy

· Connectives

Examples:

1. Louisiana is not a large state. It ranks thirty-one in land area of all states.  Despite its relatively compact size, it managed to import more than 305.6 million pounds of hazardous waste in 1983.  In 1986, the state had 33.2 percent of the nation’s total permitted hazardous waste landfill capacity among active sites.

2. Usually after the outline is completed, research must be done.  Many books and papers are read, as well as articles from various sources.  He also gathers information from various co-workers about the current marketing strategies and status of the client’s project.

3. One movie that really appealed to teenagers was Star Wars.  It included countless zany, exciting special effects.  One of the more impressive of these was a light saber.  This lethal laser weapon once was used by awesome Jedi Knights.  These Knights maintained truth and justice in their galaxies.  But truth and justice were threatened by vile and ruthless creatures.  These beings were led by Darth Vader, a sinister and merciless warlord.  His goal was to destroy all the planets that refused to submit to him.  The most important was Capricorn, the dune world.

4. Many farmers are being hard hit by the increase in herd sizes in Pennsylvania.  Due to the fact that more white-tail deer are occupying given areas, they are being forced to turn, more and more, to feeding on farmers’ crops.  The large deer herds have trouble finding enough food in the woods and grass fields to sustain themselves.  The damage that the white-tail deer causes to farmers’ crops ranges in the hundreds of thousands of dollars each year.

5. All too often the lawyers chosen to represent capital crime offenders are either inexperienced, jaded, or unethical.  The National Law Journal did a survey in 1990.  What they concluded was that lawyers who represented death-row inmates in six Southern states had been disciplined, suspended, or disbarred at a rate of up to 46 times that of other attorneys in those states.  Furthermore, the average length of a capital trial in Louisiana is three days.  Even though it is in Louisiana where they have the highest rate of disciplinary action against death row lawyers.  Even more shocking is the fact that these lawyers are very inexperienced and under-qualified.  The day of arraignment is the day when many lawyers initially meet the defendant, and for many of those lawyers, this is their first time handling a capital case.
6. In the U.S., freedom is considered a basic right of all Americans.  The ability to make one’s own choices and direct one’s own path in life is the central idea of a free society.  There are many decisions one makes and responsibilities one takes on in adulthood, in the process of putting an independent life together.  The ones most crucial to our well being involve defining and maintaining the infrastructure that will support our daily existence and form a base for our goals and ambitions.
Commonly used transitional expressions
	Similarity
	Contrast
	Accumulation
	Consequence
	Causation
	Sequence

	likewise
	however
	moreover
	hence
	because
	next

	similarly
	instead/ rather
	additionally/ in addition
	consequently
	since
	subsequently

	along the same lines
	nonetheless
	for example/ for instance
	therefore
	for
	after

	in the same way
	although/

whereas
	furthermore
	as a result
	
	finally

	in a similar manner
	despite/ in spite of
	finally
	thus
	
	first, second, third


