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Senate Meeting Agenda – September 30, 2008

I. Call To Order

II. Roll Call

III. Approval of Minutes

President—Margaret  Walker




mwalker@tulane.edu 
· DCC meeting

· Pike

· Posting policy

· Changing the student sections in baseball, football games, President Walker ejected from Football game for sitting in wrong section

· Parli Hakim is trying out for TUbaseball, rock on

Executive Vice President—Christopher Koski


ckoski@tulane.edu 
-“The vice presidency isn’t worth a pitcher of warm spit.” (Hubert H. Humphrey)

- I made you folders.  To say that it took forever would be an understatement.  Treat them nicely, or I’ll punch you.

- You don’t have placards this week.  Just throw your hands in the air, as though you do not care.

- I’m having the time of my bureaucratic life reading other governments’ bylaws and constitutions.  Yay!

- Please send all USG-related things to usg@tulane.edu, not my personal e-mail.  Kthxbailolomgwtfbbq.

Vice President for Finance—Jing Jia Zang


jzang@tulane.edu 
Mandatory USG Fall Budget Workshop 

     September 18th, 2008

     104 student organizations attended

First Official Finance Committee Meeting

     September 22nd, 2008

     Fun, fun, fun
Make-up USG Fall Budget Workshop

     October 7th, 2008

     6:30-8:00PM

     Rechler Room LBC
Office Hours 

     M/W 10:00-11:00 AM

     F      10:00-noon
Vice President for Public Affairs—Eric Couper


ecouper@tulane.edu 


Thank you to Slattery, Hull EIC for showing up

Retreat this Sunday, more notification in emails

Rescheduled USG Bruff night for October 15, 5-8

Don’t forget to pass around the button form 
Vice President for Student Life—Ross Kelley


rkelley@tulane.edu
- Senator Aronson and I met with Phoebe Cook and Lisa Norris of Dining Services the Friday of the last USG meeting. Dining Services was already implementing much of what we wanted as far as LBC hours and options. This led to discussion in committee on other ways in which Dining Services can be improved. After speaking to Phoebe Cook, she would like to set up a lunchtime focus group of 10-15 USG members to discuss issues.

- Paul Barron said that Bandwidth was expanded, though he was evasive about numbers. He also said Technology Services is installing or testing already-installed wireless in several dorms and all dorms except for Aron should be wireless by the end of the semester.

Successful first meeting for the Student Affairs Committee

Report PIKE activities to Student Affairs

Vice President for Student Organizations—David Gray

dgray@tulane.edu 
- The new Multicultural Council adviser is Mrs. Carlyon Barber-Pierre

- The first SBAC meeting will be held in the Student Organizations Center at 8:00pm on Tuesday, October 7, 2008.

- Organization Council Updates

ACS: Andrew Walker

MC: Prasant Seetala

Greek: Brian Hoffman/Dana Tobey

Media: Julie Schwartzwald

APPO: vacant

ACRO: vacant

ALPO: vacant

PAL: vacant
Parliamentarian—Jack Hakim




jhakim@tulane.edu 

Absent, is currently trying out for TU Baseball.  Roll wave

Secretary—Cameron Fry





cfry@tulane.edu
-  Here are some suggested abbreviations to use while speaking to make my life easier:
· btw

· fyi
· imho
· wtf

· omgwtfbbq

· stfu

· roflmao

· abbrev

· obvi

· tmi
ASB President—Tim Cullen





tcullen@tulane.edu 


- The first ASB meeting of the semester will be either Wednesday October 29, Thursday October 30, or Monday November 1 at 6:30 PM in the Kendall Cram room. The exact date is TBA; scheduling is pending the approval of both USG and GAPSA. Attire will be business casual and many of the senior administrators of Tulane University will be in attendance.

- An ad hoc committee of the ASB will convene over the next few weeks. This will discuss many of the issues to be raised at the first ASB meeting. This steering committee will consist of interested members of both USG and GAPSA, please let President Cullen know if you are interested.

- Direction will begin it's fortieth year celebration with a debate on October 27 at 7:00 PM between Governor Mike Huckabee and Congressman Harold Ford Jr.

- Interested in helping to plan Direction or CRAWFEST? Please let President Cullen know.
GAPSA President—Jerina Pillert




gapsa@tulane.edu 
 
IV. Ad Hoc Committee Reports

V. Councilhead Reports

APPO—










Media Board—Julie Schwartzwald



jschwartzw@tulane.edu
Media week is coming up, if you happento know anyone who might be interested in helping find speakers let me know

The Messenger is looking for student organizations to advertise for their first issue, email Nicole Hardesty

Hull is now fully staffed and ready to go and is doing well

WTUL is preparing for marathon and is doing well, a lot of new apprentices, cleaned station and great paperwork

LitSoc is taking submissions and interest has been high, looking for more prose than poetry, will be hosting a writers workshop

1718’s next reading will be on campus, contact me for more information

Jam Yearbook is doing a yearbook this year!   The yearbook is dead. Long live the new yearbook!
Club Sports—Andrew Walker




awalker@tulane.edu

Multicultural—Prasant Seetala




pseetala@tulane.edu

First Multicultural meeting last week, was very successful—advisor is Carolyn Barber Pierre until Gerald Spiess’ replacement is hired

KARMA was a success—406 people for IATU

Taste of OMA is October 3

ALPO
ASEO







ACRO
PAL
Greek Liaison—Dana Tobey




dtobey@tulane.edu
VII.
College Reports

Architecture—Oren Mitzner




omitzner@tulane.edu 
Business—

Liberal Arts—

Second and third meetings, growth is coming quickly

Completed first LASG budget

First elections will be held in December

Join listerv by e-mailing Parker
Public Health—Michael Lamb




dlamb@tulane.edu 
Elect your health—nonpartisan debate among professors from SPH discussing Obama/McCain healthcare pla, October  18 in Jones 102

Outreach Health will be arranged through PACE, Partenrs for an Active Commuity Environment

Cookies and condoms—fundraiser to send seniors to the Public Health forum in Atlanta, October 3, 10, 17

Public Health week—maybe Patch Adams to come speak?
Science and Engineering—




VIII. 
Standing Committee Reports
Finance—VPF Zang
Public Affairs—VPPA Couper
UASC/UACC—VPSL Kelley
SBAC—VPSO Gray
Motor Pool—VPSO Gray

Mushroom Trust Fund—VPSO Gray
AEC—EVP Koski
Look!  New senators! 

Tidal Wave—VPPA Couper
Green Wave, Green Wave, hats off to thee, 
Fight, fight, fight, for our vic-to-ry, 
Shout to the skies the Green Wave's war cry, 
The bravest we'll defy, 
Hold that line for Olive and Blue, 
We'll cheer for you, 
So fight, fight old Green Wave, 
fight on to Vic...to...ry!
Constitution and Bylaws Review Committee—EVP Koski
IX.
Student Forum
Jessica Rothschild—Up Til Dawn, a fundraising event for St Jude Children’s hospital.  It costs more than $1.2 m daily to run St Judes, October 10 from 6-9 in the LBC fundraiser for childrens cancer treatment .  Will be food, games, awesome stuff.  Don’t bring money!  Bring addresses of other people so that they can donate to St Judes.

Dr. Bailey, Kevin Bailey, Associate Vice President for Student Affairs

What I do: Greek life, student organizations, violations of code of student conduct, orientation and leadership programs, parent involvement programs

Questions about Tulane as an institution?  Talk to Bailey.  “Jack of all trades!”  Originally from Philly.   Office is in the Central Building (Fogelman Arena) Room 104.

Snaps.  Kind of.

Couper—question: what are your priorites for this year?

Bailiey—I have meetings and put out fires.  I assist Jered.  At the eleventh hour.  I deal with disciplinary issues.  I’m focused on the Code of Student Conduct and changing it because it is “outdated” and to “bring it to the 21st century”.  I would ask that USG treat me as a resource.

Koski—why faculty advisors?

Bailey—We want to start faculty advisors because student programs advisors are the only advisors.  There has been a move to diversify and not overburden Jered and Jane.  They’re actively looking for faculty to become involved.
X.
Old Business
XI. 
New Business

USG 08093001
Concerning the Recent Mandatory Budget Workshop
Sponsors:

VPF Zang, VPSO Gray
WHEREAS, the mandatory USG Fall Budget Workshop was held on September 8, 2008; and 

WHEREAS multiple reminders were sent by VPF Zang and VPSO Gray via the student organizations listserv and mailboxes to inform organization executives about this mandatory event; and 

WHEREAS in those reminders organization executives were also informed that there will be sanctions for unexcused absences; and

WHEREAS it is the responsibility of each student organization to send at least one representative to this annual event; and

RECOGNIZING that only two organizations contacted VPF Zang or VPSO Gray stating that they could not attend the workshop; and

RECOGNIZING that ninety-six student organizations received USG budgets for the 2008-2009 fiscal term; and

RECOGNIZING that nineteen USG funded student organizations did not attend the mandatory USG Fall Budget Workshop;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following organizations will be declared inactive until they attend a make-up budget workshop to be conducted on October 7th, 2008:

•
TU Boxing

•
Soccer Club (Men)

•
Squash Club

•
American Marketing Association (AMA)

•
Biomedical Engineering Society (BMES)

•
Communication Majors Society

•
Pre-Law Society

•
Society of Automotive Engineers

•
Society of Physics Students

•
Women in Science

•
Campus Girl Scouts

•
Circle K Club of Tulane

•
Colleges Against Cancer (CAC)

•
Students Organized Against Racism (SOAR)

•
Tulane American Red Cross Club

•
Asian American Students United (AASU)

•
The TUBE

•
Direction

•
Science and Engineering Student Council (SECS) 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that advisers of these groups will be contacted immediately by VPSO Gray to restrict their use of active student organization privileges; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Multicultural Council, Media Board, and the Association of Club Sports are exempt from inactive status penalty but must send a representative to the make-up budget workshop; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that VPF Jing Ja Zang and VPSO David Gray will send two additional announcements about the date, time, and location of the make-up workshop via the student organization listserv; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that student organizations will automatically be declared active after they attend the make-up USG Fall Budget Workshop; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that further penalties will be discussed and imposed should any USG funded student organization fail to attend the make-up workshop.  

McCoy—can we have reading time?

Walker—Yes.

Zang—Budget workshop is mandatory for the first time this year.   Fall is how to spend your budget,  Spring is how to write and apply for budget.  In the past these have been voluntary.  VPF and Jane get overwhelmed when groups that didn’t show up need special assistance.  Student Organization leaders tend to get confused and this is a way to make sure that they are always familiar with our policies.  This is a way of working with Student Affairs in an amicable and friendly way.  It was held on September 18th.  All student organizations were notified to attend.   Notified through mailbox in the SOC as well.

Questions

Aronson—Have these groups been technically unable to be active so far?  TUBE or Direction?

Zang--No.  This is new.  They’ve been active so far.

Gray—This is a new process.  I found this idea in old files.   Talked it over with StuProg.  They liked it and thought it was a good idea. 

Babin—What does inactive status mean?

Gray—No motor pool, no space reservation, no spending funds.

Cipriano—What are the further penalties specified in the last Be It Resolved?

Gray—our goal is that they will attend the sessions.  We haven’t decide what the further penalties may be.

Zang—They’re not mandating treasurers.  Any Exec can attend.  Should be no reason for absence.

Ratchet Leverson—What was discussed at the meeting?

Zang—Role of VPF and Committee, the Committees workings, who can and cannot vote on the committee, my office hours, the meeting time of the first Finance Committee, the role of the treasurer in an organization, timetable of important deadlines.  Explained the complex bureaucratic forms you use to spend your budgets.   Travel requests.  Rserve requests.  Motivation money.

Ratchet Leverson—Because of Gustav maybe didn’t have enough time to send representatives.  Did you consider Gustav in your planning?

Gray—In the e-mail in said that you should contact us if you cannot attend.  Only two organizations (one of which was provisional) notified us that they would not be attending.

McCoy—What were those two organizations?

Zang—Theatre, Bright Future Project

McCoy—OMA and Club Sports are exempt form inactive status?

Zang—We don’t explicitly include them.  We weren’t sure if they got the message.

McCoy—They didn’t get the e-mails?

Zang—No, we just weren’t sure.  Maybe they were.

Mitzner—Did the groups know about the punishment?  Did they know it would be this severe?

Gray—Yes.  I told them.  In email form.  Over the summer.

Zang—I don’t think it’s that severe.  They only have to wait one week.  Most organizations won’t need to use these resources right now.

Mintzner—will wehave to vote to reactivate them?

Zang—No.

Greenberg—What kind of repercussions?

Zang—Since this is new it’s not the intention to really hurt them.  A new policy needs a new message.  Maybe harsher penalty next year.

Sabapathy—If they already made the reservation, will they lose it?

Zang—No.  If the reservation was already made, we won’t cancel it.  But you can’t make any reservations during the inactive period.

Sabapathy—Can you explain why the Budget Workshop is mandatory?  Don’t some of them already know how to spend their money?

Zang—Most people don’t, though.  A lot of people don’t know what’s going on?

Schwartzwald—Was this freezing of accounts made clear before the September 18th meeting?

Gray—Yes.

Babin—How did you get in touch with each organization?

Zang—We sent e-mails through organizations-l@tulane.edu.  We also sent a memo to their organization mailbox.

Gray—All these organizations exist and have budgets.

Pettiette—How did you have them sign in?

Zang—We had sign-in sheets.  It was in Kendall Cram and there was a long line to register.  I mentioned the importance of signing in.

Pettiette—Could a person represent more than one organization?

Zang—Yes.

DEBATE

McCoy—moves for a friendly amendment.

McCoy—Would Zang and Gray yield to e-mail these organizations so that they can avoid be declared inactive if they agree to show up and only if they don’t show up to they become inactive?

Zang—Read the third Be It Resolved.

McCoy—No, what about apologies?  This is too harsh.

Zang—declines to accept friendly.

Gray—what?  I was talking to Jered.

McCoy—re-explains everything said above.

Gray—declines to accept friendly amendment.

Ratchet Leverson—moves to table this bill.

Koski—seconds.

DEBATE ON THE MOTION TO TABLE

Ratchet Leverson—I didn’t have time to discuss this with my constituents.  None of us had a change to talk to these organizations.  I feel this is too reactive and is not sufficiently proactive.  We should retool this legislation.  We haven’t had time to talk to our constituents.  We should table this until a later time.

McCoy—Why didn’t we get the agenda on time?

Koski—I didn’t make it on time.  I’m sorry.  It will not happen again.

NEGATIVE David—These organizations were getting their emails throughout the summer.  It’s not about Gustav.  They got the emails.  Someone should have gotten these emails and risen to the occasion and been at that meeting or sent a representative.  Also, it’s just a week.

NEUTRAL Hollier—Seeing that there is some issues between the debate and tabling, I think we should be working on an amendment instead of considering tabling.

NEGATIVE Aronson—I don’t think we should table this.  I don’t think this is a severe punishment.  Zang and Gray have already specified in their emails that they would be penalized for not showing up at a mandatory meeting.  If that coddles all of you that are nervous about it, I don’t think we need to table this at all.

Point of Information—Ratchet Leverson—Shouldn’t  this information not even be considered because the agenda is so late?

Koski—No.  It’s just like a newly-distributed bill.

NEUTRAL DIAMOND—Because this was created by Finance, this kind of thing isn’t necessary to discuss with constituents because our constituents weren’t the ones to attend this meeting anyway.

Paluch moes previous question.  Babin seconds.

Previous question passes unanimously.

Tabling fails by voice vote.

Debate on the Legislation

Cullen—point of constitutional procedure—Direction isn’t an organization and can’t be punished in this way.  There is no constitutional authority to declare a committee of the ASB inactive.  Proposes friendly amendment to remove Direction from the list.

Zang—accepts

Gray—accepts

POSITIVE Aronson—agree with Diamond, constituents that are affected by this are already aware of the repercussions.  I don’t think Gustav or a late agenda have anything to do with this.  I don’t think this is anything that would cripple or hinder an organization.  There is a chance for them to redeem themselves.  I think we should support Finance and SBAC because organizations need help and I feel that we don’t want an organization to ever claim ignorance.  This is a good policy and strengthens communication.

Couper—point of information—is this bill coming on behalf of Zang and Gray or on behalf of their committees as Aronson implied?

Zang—more of an executive legislation.  I’m using my knowledge from previous years and in speaking with Jane.

Couper—amendment to change the legislation to change September 8 to September 18 and in the final Be It Resolved to correctly spell Zang’s name

Zang—accepts

Gray—accepts

NEUTRAL—Greenberg—I’d like to propose an amendment to strike “inactive until they attend” and replace with “if they do not.”  Makes no real difference and makes people happy.  This is a good thing.

POSITIVE—McCoy—there are big events this week.  We can’t be crippling our organizations.  I don’t think that most of those organizations understood what “inactive” meant, and making something just that much more clear will help maintain a positive relationship between organizations and USG.  19 among so many is not a large group but is still many to punish.

NEGATIVE—Smith—This negates the entire purpose of this.   Groups need to be more responsible.  LASG only had three members but we still attended. 

NEUTRAL—Aronson—I don’t want to cripple any organizations either.  We’re trying to avoid tons of makeup meetings.  They should have to attend just this one.  It would be nice to not have a follow up meeting and another change afterward.  I support friendly relationships but I don’t like repetitive meetings.

Cullen moves previous question.

Babin seconds.

Passes.

Voice vote unclear.  Division

In favor of amendment: 7

Opposed to amendment: 14

Abstentions: 2

Amendment fails

RETURNS TO DEBATE ON THE ORIGINAL LEGISLATION

POSITIVE Cipriano—My grammar is bad.  This sets a precedent for future years and a course of action needs to be set.  Finance is awful, awful, awful!  Awful!  The main role of this legislation is to encourage responsibility.  It’s not that hard to show up.  Just give us a reason or something.  I’m really in favor of this.  We’re not people-pleasers—we’ee people-enforcers.

Aronson calls question.

Mintzner seconds.

Passes by unanimous voice vote.

Ratchet Leverson moves for roll call vote.

Adams: Aye; 

In favor: 

Opposed:

Abstain: 

USG 08093002
University Senate Committee Appointments
Sponsor:

President Walker

Freedom and Responsibility of Students

Two undergraduates from different academic constituencies:

1. Andrew Moss (SPHTM/ Bus)

2. David Gray (SLA)

Athletics

One undergraduate from different academic constituencies:

Lauren Pettiette

Budget Review

Two undergraduates:

1. Jing Jia (Bus)

2. David Greenberg (SLA)

Academic Policy

Two undergraduates from different academic constituencies:

1. Elizabeth McCoy (Bus)

2. Lauren Aronson (SLA)

Equal Opportunity

Two undergraduates:

1. Blandon David 

2. Chris Clark 

Information Technology

One undergraduate:

Chris Koski 

Physical Facilities

Two students from the Newcomb-Tulane College:

1. Brooke Sizer 

2. Miles Babin 

Libraries

Two undergraduates:

1. Jack Hakim

2. Chelsea Cipriano

Social Issues 

Two undergraduates from different academic constituencies:

1. Donald Leverson (SSE)

2. Amanda Diamond (Bus)

Student Affairs

Five undergraduates from different academic constituencies:

1. Victoria Aucoin (SPHTM)

2. Eric Couper (SLA)

3. Parker Smith (SSE)

4. Ross Kelley (Arch)

5. Raquel Hamias (Bus)
Walker: University senate is like USG except for faculty and staff, these committees are where students have a voice .

Questions:

McCoy: Can we remove people abroad?

Walker: Yes.

Open nominations to replace Andrew Moss.

Cullen: Nominates Robbie Dean.

Dean: Decline.

Aronson: Nominates Cassady Adams

Koski: Must be someone from a different constituency.

Diamond: Can you clarify what the committees are?

Walker: 

Diamond: When can freshman join USG committees?

Walker: End of new business.

Kelley: Nominates Michael Lamb.

Lamb: Decline.

Greenberg: Nominates Ross Kelley.

Kelley: Accepts

Walker: Nominates Lamb to replace Aucoin.

Lamb: Accept.

McCoy: Friendly amendment, add Jing Jia’s last name.

Walker: Accept.

Walker: Nominates Heather Gill to replace Parker Smith.

Gill: Accept.

Passes by voice vote.

USG 08093003
Finance Committee Recommendations: Travel
Sponsor: 

VPF Zang

Organization         
Request Type          
Amount Recommended             
Vote

Model UN             
Travel                  

$ 2,674                                  
 6-1-0

Zang—They asked for roughly  $5000 but we declined to afford them fully.   There is a $75 registration total.  There is $190 nightly lodging.  They’re going to Philadelphia.  They’re asking for $3240 of airfare at #324 each and bus fare at $26 total.

Negative—Smith—We only have $25,000 travel for the entire year.  This is almost 10% of it.  MUN will also need to travel to something like this again and we don’t want to spend so much of the general travel funding on just one group.

Positive—Greenberg.

Debate ends seeing no further.  Passes by unanimous voice vote.

USG 08093004
Finance Committee Recommendations: Reserve
Sponsor: 

VPF Zang

Organization         
Request Type          
Amount Recommended             
Vote

Juggling Club             
Reserve                  
$13,210                                   
 6-1-0
TULAP


Reserve


$6,000



6-1-0

Couper—moves to separate the pieces into two different legislation things.  So it is!

USG08093004

Finance Committee Recommendations: Reserve Numero Uno

Org


Request Type

Amount


Vote

Juggling Club

Reserve


13210



6-1-0

Zang—It’s for the garden behind wall, we’re not their only resource they got a decent amount of grant funding.  Go Jugglers and their Ministry of Agriculture.  There is one nay: they asked for 6 benches a pedestal and a sundial, and it was argued that they should have asked for donations.  The no vote voted for a lower amount, but the rest of us liked the idea.

DEBATE OPEN

Crickets

VOTING

Passes by unanimous voice vote.

USG08093005

Finance Committee Reommendations: Part Deux

TULAP


Reserve


Amount


7-0-0

Zang—funded by USG only, TULAP provides legal assistance to Tulane students faculty and staff.  Two lawyers, civil and criminal are underpaid for the ervices that they provide.  We gave them raises about two years ago but we would like to give them $6000 more to hire a new lawyer to handle criminal complaints.  There was an event that sparked this.  A Tulane student was caught in jail overnight lasyt year because Freddie King’s voicemail was full.  This is a sort of testing period for this kind of budgetary procude.  We’ll try it and evaluate whether or not this actually makes things better.  We fully expect a report on how often this service was used.  The name of the additional lawyer is Mr Shay.  He work with King in his private office.  Say is also an experienced lawyer.

Question—Kelley—As USG is the only group that currently funds TULAP

Interruption—Cullen—TULAP is funded dollars-wise by USG, the clinic itself is taffed free of charge by all Law and Graduate students.  They gifts in kind are worth far more than the budget that we provide them.

Interruotion—Zang—GAPSA gives us 10% of their funding and stuff, so maybe don’t worry about the dollars yo.

Kelley—Are the undergrads and grads the only people served by TULAP

Zang—Faculty and staff too

Kelley—Is TULAP considering other funding avenues

Zang—TULAP went to Student Affairs and they said no.

Point of information—Cullen—General Counsel does not allow the University to directly fund TULAP.  Take this up with University Sente if you happen to have any questions. 

Gray—Do faculty and staff pay anything for the representation that we provide?

Zang—No, no we don’t.

Gray—Do you have any data?  Any  figures?

Cullen—No.  That information is privileged under attorney-client privacy.  From conversations, the number is generally “low.”  We should be debating and questioning the bill at hand.  The money is already set aside.  We’re asking to appoint another lawyer.

Positive—Cipriano—Just sayin hey girl heyyy

Debate ends!

Voting!

Motion! Passes! With! Unanimous! Voice! Vote!

NEW BUSINESS

USG 08093006

Regarding the Public Affairs Committeee

WHEREAS at the beginning of each year the Public Affairs Committee is charged with appointing a chair,

BE IT RESOLED that Eric Couper be appointed Chair.

Hollier proposes unanimous consent.

Babin seconds.

Passes.  No objections.

USG 08093007

New Member Committee Appointments

Sponsor:

President Walker

Finance



Finance

Adams

Duffy

Anna Drew Derrick

UACC/UASC+SafeRides
University Affairs

Adams

Duffy

Hartman

Trabolsi

SBAC



Organization Affairs

Robbie Dean

Hartmant

Tabolsi

Rosenblum

AEC+CBRC


Government Affairs

Rosenblum

USG 08093009

ASB Meeting Times

Sponsor:

ASB President Cullen

WHEREAS it would be excellent were our Esteemed Senate of the Associated Student Body to Gather at a Place Public for The General Discussion of things Academic and Otherwise, perhaps to Purchase Items or perhaps to partake in impromptu Oratory of the Highest Order Ever,

BE IT RESOLVED that the Undergraduate Student Government should Prefer that the ASB meet on October 30 pending carrier-pigeon notification from the GAPSA.

Aronson moves previous question.

Paluch seconds.

Passes by voice vote.

Passes by voice vote.

USG 08093008

ASB Steering Committee Nominations

Sponsor

ASB President Cullen

Ratchet Leverson

Aronson

Greenberg

Couper

Pettiette

Hartman

Cullen—Need people to help steer ASB about a week in advance.

Passes by unanimous voice vote.

Koski—moves to suspend open forum.

Fails by voice vote.

XII.
Open Forum

Pettiette—They’re cracking down hard on underage drinking at the Superdome.  Will this carry over to Tad Gormley? 

Ratchet Leverson—Alcohol lady from Student Affairs talked to each and every dorm and mentioned that they are cracking down on minors in possession and public inoxication.  TUPD will be more strict as well.

Diamond—I saw people getting written up by undercover cops.  Maybe we should send out an e-mail.

Cipriano—New police officers are coming down from Baton Rouge and won’t exactly have that New Orleans state of mind.

Cullen—This will be policed by TUPD.  NOPD still has the prerogative to show up if they would like.   There will most likely be under cover officers.  Use TULAP silly!  Take it to Freddie King, because he will use his magical lawyer pixie dust or something.  By the way, Parliamentarian Hakim got an MIP and I just wanted to mention that.  Okay thanks.

Cipriano—Physical violence, from a TEMS point of view—don’t be a hero.  Don’t try to stop it.  Just report it to TUPD and go from there.  You’ll only get hurt.  There’s been a lot of punching this year.

McCoy—Why aren’t we voting on the class government legislation?

Koski—Legislation was not ready.

Ratchet Leverson—I’ve been frustrated and upet with how these meetings have been run from a logistics point of view.  I don’t want to attack any specific person.  This is the third consecutive meeting that there is an issue.  There is a lack of communication within the Senate and it is frustrating.  Now, does anyone have a solution?

Arons0n—We could start using Blackboard?

McCoy—I understand Exec may be overwhelmed.  Just ask for help. 

Hollier—Instead of passing the requests on to us, I know that there were freshmen that were interested and they should be able to get involved.   Maybe we should use them.

Koski—We are in fact getting them involved.  Eric Couper and I are working on it.

Couper—I’m working on putting together a listserv to make this happen.  I’m dealing with this because these freshmen will serve primarily to gauge student opinion.

Cullen—I respectfully request to adjourn.

Kelley—Would you change it to just end open forum?

Cullen—No.

Previous question moved.

Passes by voice vote.

Fails by voice vote.

Margaret—No one has posted anything on the discussion board.   Use your e-mails.  You know each other.  All the legislation brought today was brought by your Executive Board.

Dean—Add the freshmen to the blackboard?

Diamond—I’m still sort of lost in all of this.  We’re thrown in and it’s uncomfortable.

Couper—That’s something we’re all working on this year.

Derrick—We abide by Roberts.

McCoy—We should have a Roberts chart.

Mintzner—Already rqeusted a cheat sheet.

Smith—I personally would prefer if we could sit by schools and classes.

Schwartzwald—My email is jschwart@tulane.edu
Hollier—Can I get my binder back?

McCoy—Can we all get our binders back?

Koski—No.

Walker—It’s Koski’s decision as EVP.

McCoy—What?

Koski—(shoots lasers from eyes)

Couper—Let’s talk about Open Forum right now concerning whether to remove it.

Mintzner—I think electronic is good.  But I don’t think it will be checked often.

Aronson—Not that hard to check Blackboard.

Gray—It’s your responsibility to stay up-to-date on USG.  Check your Blackboard.  It doesn’t have to be the only means.  But we’re tryin to be a responsible Exec and we should all be responsible.

Ratchet Leverson—Read your bylaws and your constitution!  No one else will check for you.  Sometime I feel like I’m by myself to make sure that things are getting done correctly.  Just a caution I’d like to bring up.

XIII.
Announcements

Zang—Attend the makeup Budget Workshop if you can or—really—if you’re supposed to

Kelley—Dining roundtable is going to be at 12:30 this coming Tuesday.  See me if you’re a new member of my committee.  Also, I lost my planner.

Ratchet Leverson—Thanks to everyone who came out for the lighting and the window painting.  Today was the moving with the blankets.  Wednesday is Powderpuff, Friday is the pep rally, Saturday is the game at Tad Gormley.  You can tailgate!  Get out there and be careful about the possible drinking crackdown.

Cipriano—Benefit concert at the Howlin’ Wolf doors open at 8:00 buses leaving from in front of the library, benefit for a Tulane Alum who died while serving in the Peace Corps.  Benefit goes to the Peace Corps and his memorial scholarship foundation.  Rebirth will play.

Gray—Planning on having the first SBAC meeting of the year.

Tuozzolo—There will be a GAPSA meeting on Monday the 6th at 7:00 in Stibbs.

McCoy—We’re getting new USG buttons, but wear your old ones on meeting days to show your spirit.

Seetala—Taste of OMA, Flava Wave will be November 9-14 and the Multicultural council is working hard on getting these things set.

Pecker!  Aronson wants to thank VPF Zang and Gray for their great legislation and also wants to thank everyone involved with Tidal Wave.  Thank Diamond for helping to paint the window, Pecker goes to Diamond.   Kind of sort of added a business card from the LBC.

XIV.
Roll Call

Gray—Moves to dispense with roll call.

Koski seconds.

Roll call dispensed with.
XV.
Adjournment
Meeting is adjourned at 10:05.

Dear Mr. Orians/Dr. Cherrey,

The Undergraduate Student Government of Tulane University is deeply concerned and quite frankly outraged about what took place at a Tulane-sanctioned event on Saturday, February 4th, 2006.  We have legitimate reason to believe PIKE served drugged beverages to unsuspecting guests at their saturate party.  For these reasons, we are contacting the PIKE National Organization and Tulane’s office of student affairs regarding these matters.   

Saturate is an annual event held by the PIKE house, and each year reports of suspected drugging become more prevalent.  Through several eyewitness accounts, we have ascertained that numerous people were taken to the hospital or injured at the Pi Kappa Alpha (PIKE) Fraternity’s annual party, Saturate.  These incidents are multifarious in nature; one report recounts a student falling off a balcony, and several others indicate the drugging of party guests who unknowingly consumed beverages containing controlled substances.  

While we do not intend to hinder any group’s or individual’s ability to have fun, we are extremely concerned that this same fraternity and this specific party continually jeopardizes the health and wellbeing of Tulane’s student body.  PIKE has gone too far in this regard, and the constant minor punishments and slaps on the wrist that Tulane’s administration has decided on in the past have been highly ineffective, as the situation gets worse every year.

In recent memory, PIKE and their annual party have yielded horror stories of injuries ranging from concussions to lacerations and other major injuries.  Even worse, every year women have talked with USG representatives about being drugged at the PIKE house, and suspect that they may have been date raped or at least that it was attempted.  Despite its clear lack of ability to act in accordance with standard’s set forth by Tulane and expected by students, Pi Kappa Alpha has been allowed to host this party.  The fact that PIKE’s actions have continued on, largely without major consequence, is cause for unrest among students; therefore, we demand further investigation and more appropriate action.

We would like to see this despicable behavior stopped.  Greek organizations are expected to follow the guidelines for hosting Greek events, but Pi Kappa Alpha has continually ignored many of these rules.  It is clear that Pi Kappa Alpha’s actions will continue unless they are severely punished for their irresponsible and inconsiderate behavior.  We do not feel it is our place to make specific recommendations for levying punishment and thusly do not wish to instruct another organization on how to do so; we ask that punishment serve its stated purpose in stopping this action from ever occurring again.  Such egregious and continuous abuse of the students and the rules requires for greater action than a series of slaps on the wrist and monetary fines which have clearly done little to correct the situation.  We respectfully urge your office to take greater action in reprimanding Pi Kappa Alpha for its behavior in a way that will allow students to attend and enjoy PIKE activities without concern for their safety.

Sincerely,

The Undergraduate Student Government

Tulane University

