
Natasha	Trethewey

The	 public	 is	 invited	 to	 a	 reading	 at	 7:30	 pm	
Monday	 25	 October	 in	 the	 Myra	 Clare	 Rogers	
Chapel,	 Newcomb	 College,	 Tulane	 University.								 	

is	the	sixth	Florie	Gale	Arons	Poet	
at	Newcomb	College	Center	for	Research	on	Women

from	“Storyville	Diary,”		Bellocq’s	Ophelia
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Here,	I	am	to	look	casual,	even
frowsy,	though	still	queen	of	my	boudoir.
A	moment	caught	as	if	by	accident	—
pictures	crooked	on	the	walls,	newspaper
sprawled	on	the	dresser,	a	bit	of	pale	silk
spilling	from	a	drawer,	and	my	slip	pulled
below	my	white	shoulders,	décolleté,
black	stockings,	legs	crossed	easy	as	a	man’s.
All	of	it	contrived	except	for	the	way
the	flowered	walls	dominate	the	backdrop
and	close	in	on	me	as	I	pose,	my	hand
at	rest	on	my	knee,	a	single	finger
raised,	arching	toward	the	camera	—	a	gesture
before	speech,	before	the	first	word	comes	out.

Info:	 504	 865	 5238
nccrow.tulane.edu	



Natasha Tretheweyʼs first book of poems, Domestic 
Work (Graywolf, 2000) was selected by Rita Dove for 
the 1999 Cave Canem Poetry Prize. Domestic Work also 
received the 2001 Lillian Smith Book Award and the 
2001 Mississippi Institute of Arts and Letters Award. 
Her second volume, Bellocq s̓ Ophelia (Graywolf, 
2002) was a finalist for the Academy of American 
Poets  ̓ James Laughlin Prize. 
Tretheweyʼs work has also 
garnered the Grolier Poetry 
Prize and a Pushcart Prize 
and has appeared in numerous 
anthologies, including Best 
American Poetry 2000. A native 
of Mississippi, Trethewey now 
lives in Decatur, Georgia, and 
teaches creative writing at 
Emory University. 

The daughters of Florie Gale Arons, N 1950, established the Poetry 
Forum in 1999 in honor of their mother’s seventieth birthday. 

In addition to delivering a reading to members of the greater 
University community, the Arons Poet offers a Sunday afternoon-
long workshop for student and community poets, and meets with 
poetry classes in the Tulane Department of English. Please phone 
504 865 5238 or e-mail nccrow@tulane.edu for more information, 
or if you are interested in signing up for the Sunday workshop at the 
Center for Research on Women. There is no charge for participat-
ing in the workshop or attending the reading.


